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P R E F ACE. 
following Diſcourſe from 


ohn xiv. 2. was wrote in the 
Near 1729. with no Defign of 


1 # being ſpoke, read or printed, but 
| to employ ſome leiſure Time T had 
before me. Which 1 then (and often fince) 
read to my Mother, who approving the Hy- 
thefis contained in it, ordered by her Will 


the Publick Reading of it. The Words are: 


April 20. 1733. 

« That my Son and Executor Jacob 
e Ilive ſhall read the Diſcourſe which he 
© has made from John xiv. 2. publickly in 
* a Hall (Stationers-Hall if poffible) or 
« ther convenient Place, within Fourteen 
« Days or other fit Time, after my De- 
- ceaſe, to as many of my Acquaintance 

« and others as ſhall be minded ſeriouſly 
to hear the ſame. 

Jane Ilive, 


Is 


g 

1 

« 
1 
43 
1 
| 
„ 
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The PREFACE, 


In purſuance whereof T interceeded for the 
Uſe of Stationers-hall, but my Requeſt was 
not granted. I procured Brewers-hall, where 
Tread it publickly, Monday, Sept. 10. and 
at the Defire of my Friends I repeated it at 
Joyners-hall, Sept. 24. 


The Subject it is intirely new, not cal- 
culated with a Deſign to ſerve any particular 
Party, but endeavours to introduce more wor= 
thy Ideas and Apprebenſions of God, than has 
bitherto obtained in the Chriſtian Church, by 


ſetting before the Reader an Hypotheſis every 


way agreeable to the Nature and Eſſence of 
the Divine Being. If herein J am miſtaken, 
J. ſhall be very willing to retract my Error, 
and ] hope, as there are thoſe among the Re- 
derend Clergy of our Church, whoſe Skill in 
Theology far exceeds mine, would be ſo kind as 
to remark upon my Performance, and reprove 


me in the Spirit of Meerneſs. 


As for thoſe Expreſſions wherein I have a 
little too ſeverely cenſured Prieſts, as ſome wy 


judge, the beſt way to invalidate them will be 


to ſhew that neither the Heathen, Jewiſh 


nor Chriſtian Prieſts (of Fourteen Centuries 


after Chriſt) have impoſed upon the People, 
ter it is allowed, that the preſent Clergy of 


the Church of England have 20 Hand in 


Impojition. | 
The 


The PREFACE. 


The next Thing that will give Offence I 
fear is the Judgment I have paſs'd both in 
my Oration and Notes on Moſes and Aaron. 
As to Moſes, I concei ve, he was a Man o 
great Courage and Policy. How far theſe are 
neceſſary to eftabliſh a new Syſtem of ſuch 
Rites and Ceremonies, as he inſtituted, T leave 
to thoſe who after they have read my Notes, 
can think them of Divine Appointment, And 
here I declare, that I do not not look upon 
Moſes as a Laugiver of the Jews to be an 
Impoſtor, but commend bim for attempting to. 
make his Brethren a great People, by ſepara- 
ting them from the Nations, And ſo far as 
He did eftabliſh the Law of Natural Religi- 
on, though burthened with grievous Rites and 
Ceremonies, ſo far his Laws was of God, or 
(if you pleaſe) of Divine Appointment, and 
no farther, What IT have ſaid of Aaron in 
relation to the Golden Calf being fact, needs 
no Apology, for it is certain good Men (and 
as ſuch why not good Prieſts) may fall into 
Error. ' However, if it ſhould be tbougbt 
that I have any way miſrepreſented either the 
Character of Moſes or Aaron, I ſhall berein 

ſubmit to better Fudgments, © 


T am very ſenſible of the particular Hap- 
pineſs and Bleſſing, we of this Kingdom enjoy, 
of free Debate, which is not only our Privi- 
lege as Proteſtants, but as Subjects to the 
Beſt of PRINCES : This is the Happy Conſe- 


quence 


The PREFACE: 


quence of the Eflabliſhment of the Throne of 
theſe Realms in the Illuftrious and Auſpici- 
ous Houſe of Hanover. And I hope, that ſo 
long as the World ſhall endure, there: will not” 
be wanting a Prince of the. Preſent Royal 
Family, of ſuch Glorious Principles with His 
Sacred MaJjesTY fo weild the Sword of this 


Britiſh Empire. 


W ſhall now only beg this Favour of all 
thoſe into whoſe Hands this Oration Hall 


fall, not to be too haſty in cenſuring the Hy- 


pot beſis or its Author, before he has duly con- 
fpdered it; for though the Doctrine contained 
in it is co-eval to the Creation of this Place, 
and to its Formation out of Chaos, yet it is now 
ſo far loft, that it feems novel, Therefore it 
will be convenient for every Man to con ſider 
its Reaſonableneſs, which if he ſhould do, 
without Prejudice either to the Oration or to 
its Author, I am perſuaded, he will, from 


' himſelf, and his own Obſervations, find ſome 


Arguments to ſupport my Hypotheſis. 


But if I ſhould fail herein, I here declare, 
that I do not pubhſh my Otation with any 
other Deſign, than to prevent falſe Repreſen- 
tations that may have been made hereof, with- 
out the leaſt Intention of giving Offence to any 
Perſon or Body of Men whatſoever. : | 


A 
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JOHN XIV. 2. 8 


5 In my Father's Houſe, are many Manſions, 
130 to prepare a Place for you. 


HESE Words of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our aſſert this grand Truth, namely, 
that there are Worlds beſides this 
whereon we inhabit z and it may juſt- 
ly be concluded, that they are inha- 
bited by Beings who are far ſuperior to us in 
— Goodneſs. Hence ſome have affirmed, that our 
Earth is the only Rebellious World, the loweſt 
of the Creation, and the Region of Darkneſs; 
for all the other Worlds, or Manſions, as our 
Text has it, are above us, give Light to us, and. 
we are beholden to them for the Light we re- 
ceive (a). And from hence it is, I conceive, | 
the Devil is ſtiled, The Prince of this World, he John xiv. 
being baniſhed from the heavenly Manſions, and 3% . 
ſent into Exile for his Apoſtacy to this lower 
Orb, and his Angels with him. Here it is then, 

that he goeth about like a roaring Lion, ſeeking pet v. 8 
whom he may devour, having no Power but in ths 


Place 


(2) See Derbams Aftro-Theology, Pref. p. xl, xli. It is 


worth any Man's while to read that great Man's Pertor- 
mance. | 
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2 Tue Doctrine f the Plurality 


Place over the Creatures of Gop (þ), as is fully 
and plainly intimated by our Lord in his Prayer, 
according to the Greek Text, for the Clauſe, Bux 
deliver us from Evil, ought to be render'd in 
our Engliſh Tranſlation, But deliver us from the | 
Devil (c). Hence it appears, that we are under 
the Power of the Devil, and ſubject to his 
Temptations; having offended Gop we are 
now in a State of Perdition : But Gop the Son 
deſcended from on high, and left the Company 
of his Father and the Holy Ghoſt, . and conde- 
ſcended voluntarily, in a miraculous Manner, to 
take our Humanity upon him, and in our Na- 
ture to teach and inſtruct us in thoſe heavenly 
Principles and Practices whereby we might at- 
tain to that Perfection from whence we are 
fallen. _ 

Our 


2) From hence I rationally proceed to aſſert, that here only 


the Devil I Luc fer] has Power over the Creatures of God: 


which alſo I take from thoſe Expreffions of St. Paul, The 
« Prince of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that worketh 
&« [/.e. influenceth] in the Children of Diſobedience. 

0 I have for many Years been ſurprized at the falſe Tran- 
flation given by our Engl fb Tranſlators of the two laſt petitio- 
nary Articles of the Lord Prayer. The Words in our Litur, 
are: « Lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us fram Evil. 
Why this was ſo rendered quite contrary to the plain Meaning 

f « Gre Text is no otherwiſe to be accounted for, than 
that the Tranſlators intended, 1/, To infinuate, that God 
ſometimes tries and tempts Men to prove their Strength, mak- 
ing him thereby to execute an Office not at all agreeable to his 
Nature, of leading and drawing Men into Sins and Temptations, 
contrary to the plain Words of Scripture, which ſays, << Let 
« no Man ſay when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for 
« God cannot be tempted of Evil, neither tempteth he any 


Man, ener i. 13. And, ver. 14. the Apoſtle tells every 


one how he is drawn and lead into Sin, as though he wrote at 
this Time, and intended to correct our Sacerdotal Tranſlation 


of this Prayer: „ But every Man is tempted, when he is 


« drawn 


1 xz” 920 * 


ef WORLDS Aﬀerted. 


Our Saviour being deſcended-into this infernal 
Place the Devils immediately, as it were, begin ; 
to attack him, they ſtir up Hered to lay all the - Rene _ 


® Infants of Bethlehem, intending among them to 


ſlay the Infant JESUS. And often did they ſtir 
B 2 up 


ce drawn away of his own Luft and enticed. Then, Ayr he, 
« when Luſt is conceived it bringeth forth Sin: and Sin when 
<« jt is finiſhed bringeth forth Death. Having ſald this, he 
warns them 3 the Epidemical Sin of our Time: Do not 
« err, my beloved Brethren, every good Gift, and every per- 
« fect Gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father 
« of Lights, with whom is no Variableneſs, neither Shadow of 
« turning. The Apoſtle's Argument here is ſo full and copi- 
ous, ſo plain and evident, ſo confpicuous and indiſputable, that 
if no other Reaſon could be ſhewn for the Amendment of our 
Tranſlation, it is certain, this is ſufficient. But what ſhall be 
ſaid in Vindication of the Uſe of our preſent Tranſlation, thro” 
ſo many Ages, when I ſhall have made it appear that it is con- 
trary to the Greet Text, which even the Clergy themſelves 
muit acknowledge. Ought not a "Tranſlation to have been 
re ctiſied before now which repreſents God as diſagreeable to 
his very Nature and Effence, as Satan himſelf is to the Divine 
Nature, which corrupts the Mind, inftills unworthy Thoughts 
of God, and introduces him to our Judgment, as a Seducer, a 
Tempter, a Trapaner and a Cheat, Sc. 2. They perhaps 
intended by the wrong Tranſlation of the laſt petitionary Clauſe, 
either to pay a Compliment to the Fair Sex, whoſe Mouths they 
might be afraid would be diſtorted by uſing that avominable 
Name, Dev/: or rather by turning the Tranflation from 
Devil to Evil, they might comprehend not only the Evil of the 
Power of Rome, the Papal Hierarchy, but alſo the Evil of the 
whole World. 

But why theſe Pious Frauds ? Why ſhould falſe. Franſlations 
be made to ſerve any Turn? Could not the then Clergy have 
tranſlated theſe petitionary Clauſes as they found them without 
Alteration? Did they think to mend them, to make them more 


_ uſeful ? Yes perhaps: But who has given to Man ſuch a Power 


to change Light into Darkneſs ? Not Chriſt. No, it is a Power 
arrogated and aſſumed by a few, which will never be of any 
Service to themſelves, or to any other Perſon, 2 
No 


4 The Doctrine of the Plurality 
up the Jews, the Rulers and great Men from 
Time to Time to lay Hands on him to crucify 

Matth. iv, him. At laſt, the Devil himſelf attacks Chriſt 

1--11, in the Wilderneſs, where conducting him to the 

Top of an exceeding high Mountain, and ſhew- 


ing 


Now then to the Gre2# Text, r. Ke} ui eoeviynng nuts &s 
Teas por, ought to be rendered, Aud leave us not in Tempta- 
tion. This Tranſlation is agreeable to what St. James ſays in 
every Particular. See the Words above cited. And likewiſe 
to thoſe Words of St. Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Grintbi- 
ans, „God is faithful that he will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able: but will with the Temptation alſo 
«<< make a Way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it, 1 r. 
X.13- And to thoſe Words of our Blefſed Saviour: „ Man 
<< ſhall not live by Bread alone, but by every Word that pro- 
c ceedeth out of the Mouth of God, Matib. iv. 4. I am a- 
ware of the Criticiſm, which may be made on my Tranſlation, 
becauſe I have rendered it in the Ablative inſtead of the Accu- 
ſative : but the Accuſative will ſerve my Purpoſe as well if not 
better, Kai u «oweyxns nuds es Teraoud. And leave us not 
to temptation, i.e. Do thou, O our Father, who willeſt that 
we ſhould return to the State from whence we ſell, leave us not 
again to the Temptation of Lacifer. Again, it may be ſaid for the 
Sake of Cavil, that I have not rendered the Word Free &y xs 
Tight. The Word is of the Verb bie and ſignifies in the Latin, 
Per/olvo, i. e. to let entirely looſe. And ſo the Words will 
read thus: And let us not looſe to tempfation. Take which 
Tranflation or Reading you will, it will anſwer one and the 


fame Thing, and therefore certainly we ought to pray, when 


we are tempted, God would not leave us in Temptation. But 
farther. I apprehend, that the firft Verſion is good, and that 
eie Tleyanojpir, may, according to the Rules of Grammar, be 
rendered, in temptation, or evhilf in or within temptation, be- 
cauſe the Particle & is as capable of being rendered by 1 as 


Into before an Accuſative. 


2 * 


2. AAA pUget nuds Sm Horne. But delider ur from the 
Devi. The only Diſpute here is, whether the Word Ileynpss 
ought not to have been rendered Dev, and not Ex /]. Let us 
therefore firſt read my "Tranſlation with the Doxological Part 
of the Prayer: „And leave us not in Temptation, but deli- 


es ver us from the Devil: For thine is the Kingdom, the Pow- 
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ing him all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and the 

' BE Glory of them, ſaid, All theſe Things will I give 

thee, if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me. But 

R Jeſus ſaid, Get thee hence, Satan, for it is urit- 

en, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, = 
im 


ce er and the Glory, for ever and ever.“ Obſerve, the Reaſon 
why we ſhould not be left in Temptation, and why we ſhould 
be delivered from the Power and Influence of the Devil, is, be- 
I cauſe the Kingdom, the Rule, the Power is the Lord's, and his 
only, to all Ages. I am willing, O Lord, to be freed and de- 
livered from the Power of Lucifer, under whoſe Influence I 
rebelled againſt thee in Heaven : for now I know, that Power 
and Honour, Divinity and Majeſty belong only to thee, my 
God and Redeemer. The very Expreflion, Fur 7hine is the 
kingdom, implies that ſome Being had attempted heretofore as 
well as now to uſurp the Power and Kingdom of God, and 
conſidering Lucifer to be very powerful in the terreſtial Globe, 
all thoſe who come into the Terms of the Goſpel, will defire 
to be delivered from him, and conſequently it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, that he who heartily deſires to be delivered from the 
Power of Zxcifer, ſhould acknowledge the Supremacy of God: 
Which every one would be lead to do, according to the Verſion 
I contend for. Horneòs ſignifies, Devil, or the Evil one, ac- 
cordingly it is often rendered into Latin by the Word Diabolus, 
which we tranſlate Devi]. But it may be ſaid, that the Vulgate 
Latin led our Tranſlators into theſe Errors. It may be ſo, I 
hope a Time will come, when they will be amended, and ren- 
dered as agreeable to the Greet, as the Verſions, I contend for, 
are to Scripture, Religion and Reaſon. | 
I farther obſerve upon the whole, that it is very pertinent to 
our unhappy State, earneſtly to pray and endeavour to be deli- 
livered from the Power of the Devil, and is altogether agreea- 
ble to that of St. Paul, We fight not 2gainſt Fleſh and Blood 
only, but againſt Principalities and Powers, and ſpiritual 
s © Wickedneſs in high Places.” But more unhappy is our Caſe, 
when the Preachers of Chriſtianity countenance Errors, and 
ſpeak them from % Places, and thus we of this Day have not 
only thoſe Powers to fight againſt, mentioned by the Apoſtle, 
but alſo another, 27x. Sacerdotal Error. This is not to be un- 
derſtood of the Exgliſb Clergy, becauſe if they had free Liber- 
ty to fit in Convocation, I doubt not, they would ſoon rectify 
| 1 many 


The Doctrine of the Plurality 


him only ſhalt thou ſerve, What I obſerve is this, 
that Chriſt does not deny the Superiority (4) of 
the Devil over this lower Region, but reproves 
his Impudence for tempting his Creator. Hap- 
Py then are we, that our Captain hath given us 
both Precept and Example that we walking by 
Faith and Good Works may be delivered from 
the Power of the Devil; and thus guarded may 
we with Joy and Gladneſs receive the welcome 
News of our Text, In my Father's Houſe are | 
7 Manſions, I go to prepare a Place for 

"= | W - 

Purſuing the fundamental Doctrine of my 
Text, I ſhall lay before you theſe three Things: 


I. The Aſſertion, In my Fatber's Houſe are many 
Manſions, | 

II. Enquire who we are, and what is the Place 
we now inhabit. 9 


x "Y * A 


'4 


III. Shew © 


Miſtakes and falſe Tranſlations, which our Forefathers have in- 
judiciouſly made: nor can I think, as ſome do, they would 
make more. 

(4) I do not mean by this Expreſſion, that the Superiority 
of the Devil over this Globe is in a real and abſolute Senſe to 
be underſtood : but that he had by his Cunning and Policy con- 
trived to have the Diſpoſal of the Kingdoms of the Earth, and 
ſo to have Power and Authority here: yet it is evident, that 
Luc. fer ought to acknowledge a Superior, for it was an old De- 
cree in Heaven, „Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
« him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” All the Power that Satan hath is 
in this Word: Wherefore he is ſtiled, The Prince of this World, | 
and the God of this World, 2 Gr. iv. 4. and St. Paul ſays, that 
this God had blinded the Eyes of the Inhabitants of the Earth 
that they ſhould not receive the Goſpel. Our Saviour, 0h 
viii. 44 tells the People of his Time: < Ye are of your Father 
<« the Devil, and the Luſts of your Father you will do: he 
« was a Murderer from the Beginning, and abode not in the 
« Truth, becauſe there is no Truth in him. When he ſpeak- 
« eth a Lie, he ſpeaketh of his own: for he is a Liar, and the 
% Father of it,” 7 


hw „ Road foi hs awed „ . — 
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; III. Shew for whom it is that the Manſions are 


prepared. And then conclude. 
| | 


I. The Words contain this Aſſertion, In my 
ather*'s Houſe are many Manſions. 
The Doctrine of the Plurality of Worlds is 
nothing new, eſpecially ſince the Deſcent of 
the Eternal LoGos. If we credit thoſe ſacred 
© E Writings, which have by all been eſteemed and 
pe | . 
„ looked on as a Rule for Faith, we ſhould not 
Kt all be ſurprized at a Doctrine ſo full of Com- 
ort to Fallen Man. But, 
* 1. Our Saviour in order to inſtruct us in, or 
bring this Doctrine down to our ſhallow Com- 
| prehenſions, aſſimilizes the Habitation of his 
J Father with that of a Houſe, ſuch as great 
e Men, (as the Word ſignifies) were wont to dwell 
in; in which were ſeveral leſſer Houſes, Ha- 
bitations or Manſions fitted and accommodated 
to the different Degrees or Dignities of the Per- 
ſons inhabiting within that Houſe, or rather Pa- 
1- © lace : For the Words might be read: In my 
d Father's Palace are many Manſions. And if we 
ty look upon the Human Race, and conſider how 
to ignorant we are even of thoſe Things we are 
n- daily converſant with, and which by Neceſſity 
nd arealways before us, we ſhall not wonder that we 
at are ſo blind and ſtupid in celeſtial Things, as 
©: not to be capable of underſtanding them without 
is the Help of Similes, Allegories and paraboli- 
a, N cal Sayings. Which alone is ſufficient to juſtify 
at the Revealer of our Redemption, in making 
th uſe of a figurative Way of Speech in Compal- 
"1 © ſion to our Infirmities. | 
be 2. The Text ſays, there are many Manſions. 
he The Number of them is to us innumerable: 
k. Thus the Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of thefe Maofions, 


he | fſays, 


Ss 
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ſays, The Heavens declare the Glory of God. He 
"calls them Heavens, becauſe they are above the 
Earth, for ſo are .the Manſions, they are to us 
Heavens, i. e. Places out of human Reach. 
David lively aſſerts the Prerogative of God 
| over theſe Manſions, The Heavens even the Hea- 
— vens are the Lord's, the Heavens are thine. A- 
gain, he calls upon theſe Places to praiſe and 
magnify their Creator : Praiſe ye the Lord from 
cxv. 6. % Heavens, praiſe him in the Heights : Praiſe 
ye bim all his Hoſts. The Pſalmiſt being ſenſi- 
ble that ſome of theſe Manſions were ſuperior to 
others calls out thus: Praiſe bim ye Heavens of 
Heavens. And then ſays, that God hath ſtabliſp- 
3 ed them for ever, he hath made a Decree which 
"nf Pall not paſs. | 
9 3. It is alſo manifeſt, that theſe glorious 
Places are inhabited by Beings who have at- 
tained greater Perfection than we of this Globe. 
Which is plain from the Words of our Text, In 
my Father*s Houſe are many Manſions, I go to 
prepare a Place for you, that where Tam, there 
may ye be alſo, Hence naturally ariſes this Ma- 


Pal. xix 


xim, That the Souls or angelic Beings of thoſe | 
who have attained the greateſt Perfection in this 
Life are admitted into theſe celeſtial Orbs, into 
the Company of thoſe for whom they are pre-. 
pared, according to their ſeveral various At- 
rainments in Goodneſs (ze) 11 | 

Which leads me to obſerve, that the 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion of our Creator is 
very extenſive towards us: For as different — 
3 the 


(e) Dr. Burnet, p. 319. ſays, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
[from theſe Words, “ In my Father's Houſe are Man- 
7 mw. that „every Saint, or Aſſembly of Saints, will have 
« their Habitations nearer to Jhech/nah, or to the Throne of 

„ Glory” 
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of WORLDS Aſerted. 


the Complexion and Symmetry of our Bodies 
are, ſo different and various are thoſe who we 
may (as Men) ſtile the Pious or the Perfect: 
And therefore ſeveral Heavens, or Places of va- 
Yrious Attainments, are prepared for us. O ſing 


unto the Lord à new Song, let the Congregation of 


the Saints praiſe him: for be hath done marvellous 


Things, and his Mercy is over all his Works. 


II. I enquire who we are, and what is the 


Place we now inhabit. 


Firſt, In making this Enquiry, Who we are, 
and what is the Place we now inhabit ; I ſhall 
cloſely adhere to the ſacred Writings : And here 
I ſhall conſider rhe firſt Part of the fourth Verſe 
of the twelfth Chapter of the Revelations, the 
ſeventh, eighth and ninth Verſes. The Words 


are: And bis Tail drew the third Part of the Stars 
ef Heaven, and did caſt them to the Earth. And 


there was War in Heaven, Michael and bis Angels 
fought againſt the Dragon, and the Dragon fought 
and his Angels: And prevailed not, neither was 
their Place found any more in Heaven. And ths 
great Dragon was caſt out, that old Serpent, called 
the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
World : be was caſt out into the Earth and his An- 
gels with him. | 
As to the Time or Period in which this Rebel- 
lion happened in Heaven it is univerſally agreed 
to be before the Creation of Man. That it hath 
not happened ſince is notorious, becauſe the A- 
poſtle Peter (writing to the Chriſtians of his 
Time, places this Action before the Deſtruction 
of the old World, in the Days of Noab) faith, 


That God ſpared not the Angels that finned, but 2 Pet. ii. 


caſt them down to Hell, aud delivered them into "+: 
Chains of Darkneſs, to be reſerved unto Judg- 
ment. And ſpared not the old World—bringin 
in the Flood upon the World of the Ungedly. A ; 
turning ' the Cities of Sodom, &c, In which the 

| C | Apoſtle 
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Of the Fall of the Angels, 


Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes between the ſeveral Periods 
wherein the various Judgments of God purſued } 
the Wicked. Thus the Rebellious Angels were | 
puniſhed or expelled Heaveñ before the Creation 
of Man; the wicked Deſcendants of Adam by 
the Flood, Sc. 4 

Having thus endeavoured to eſtabliſh this 
grand Maxim, . That Lucifer and his Crew were 
expelled Heaven for their Diſobedience before 
the Formation of Adam, it will not be unneceſ- 3 
ſary to ſay ſomething concerning this Rebellion 
and Fight, the Caules of it, &c. 4 

As there is no Action how frivolous ſoever, 
but what hath ſome Cauſe, it would be abſurd | 
to imagine, that this great Tranſaction paſs'd, 3 
without being founded on Pride, Policy, Craft 
and Cunning, ſpecious Pretence, ſubtil Reaſon- 
ing, or the like. þ 


a» 7 
＋ 


GOD the Father many Years, as we com- 
pute Time, before the Creation of Man, thought 
fit to reveai the Erernal Word, his Equal, unto 
the Angels, and at this Time to unfold that 
which hitherto in Part had been to them myſte- 
rious (f) called together by the Sound of Trum- 

pet (as we ſpeak) all the Hoſts of Hcaven, and 
made the following moſt gracious Speech from 
his moſt exalted Throne: Hear, O Angels, 
« and give Ear. O ye Inhabiters of Heaven, I. 

| now 


() Perhaps ſome may think this a meer Aſſertion: there-j 
fore let us ſee, if it can be ſupported from Scripture. I ſay,” 
God ſummoned the Angels together, which I take from Rev.) 
ix. 15. And the ſeventh Angel ſounded, and there were 
« great Voices in Heaven, ſaying, The Kingdoms of this 
6c Word, [/. e. of Heaven] are become the Kingdoms of our? 
« Lord, and of his CHRIST, and he ſhall reign for ever.” I 
think theſe great Voices declared ſomething that was not fully 
known to the Angels of Heaven before. f 


. | «© Me.” Upon this the Eternal Logos, who be- John v. 
fore was not beheld by angelic Eyes, did now 


their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 17 


cc now declare, That this is the Eternal Word, ph B 

<< you: God and Creator equal with Me, for I and qo 

« He are One, He is God from all Eternity, zz. 

« the Heavens are the Works of his Hands, and Heb. i. 3. 

« of his Days there is no End. He is the Bright. John 1. 14, 
« neſs of my Glory, and the expreſs Image of aw. 1. 5. 

«© my Perſon, I therefore declare all Power and john x. 


« Rule due to him in Heaven, and command 30 


* 


« that all honour Him even as they honour : 29 


Heb. i. 3. 
23. 


appear moſt glorious in the Sight of the Angels 
or Hoſt of Heaven: According to that of the 
Pſalmiſt; The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, ſit thou 
bere, &c. 

And ſince the Scripture is on my Side, I would 
propound the following Query, Whether this 
Declankthab did not produce in ſome of the An- 
gels, Joy and Gladneſs, and at the ſame time in 
others, Malice and Envy. Or, whilſt two thirds 
of them where chanting forth their Halleluia's (g) 
the other third, were ſeized with Anger and 
Pride (ö.) Yet we may ſuppole, that this Re- 

C 2 bellion 


B 
(g) Theſe Halleluia's, or Rejoycings, follow immediately 
upon the Eternal Logos's being declared equal in the Govern- 
ment of Heaven to God the Father, Rev. ix. 16, 17. And 
c the four and twenty Elders that ſat before God on their Seats, 
ce fell upon their Faces, and worſhipped God, ſaying, We give 
<* thee Thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art and waſt, 
and art to come; becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great 
Power, and haſt reigned. And all the Angels ſtood round 
© about the "Throne----and worſhipped----ſaying, Bleffing and 
Glory, and Wiſdom and Thankſgiving, and Honour, an 
«© Might be unto our God for ever, ch. vu. II, 12-. | 

(5) Chap. ix. 18. ſays: «<< And the Nations were angry. 
„ And the Dragon was wroth, ch. viii. 241. From whence I 
gather, that one third of the Angels of Heaven did not joyn in 
the Thankſgiving, ch. vii. 11, 12. but were diſpleaſed at the 
Declaration from the celeſtial Throne. 


Of the Fall of the Angels, 

bellion did not immediately begin upon this De- 
claration, but it was ſome time before it broke 

out, and it might be as thus : | 
There was an Angel in Heaven whoſe Name 
was Lucifer, thinking that he ſhould have had all 
Rule and Dominion committed to him (i), re- 
folved to make a Party, and oppoſe God the 
Word, and make himſelf equal with God the 
Father. He | Lucifer] having obſerved that 
ſome of the Angels, Archangels, and Hoſts of 
Heaven, ſeemed diſpleaſed with the Declaration 
from the Throne, with Subtlety and fallacious 
Speech drew into his Party (ë) a vaſt Number 
of them, yea, even a third Part of the Inhahi- 
tants of Heaven, and then formed them into Bat- 
tle Array, who had thus liſted into his Ser- 
vice. () 4 
The Foundation for this hiſtorical Fact, I take 
from Rev. xii, 3, 4. where we are told, That in | 
Heaven, there appeared a Wonder, and behold, a a 
great 


() The Intrigue of Laciſer follows in Chap. xi. «© And there 
tc appeared another Wonder in Heaven, and behold a great red 
« Dragon, having ſeven Heads, and ten Horns, and ſeven 
« Crowns upon his Heads. And his Tail drew the third Part 
cc of the Stars of Heaven, and did caſt them to the Earth.” 
And I think I am juſtified from the Words recited in the Ac 


count I give of the Riſe of this Rebellion, under the Conduct 
of Lucifer: But it may be asked, How came Zxcier to be the 


firſt and chief in this Rebellion. I anſwer, The Words cited 


. fay, that the Lord God Almighty, did take his great Power to 


himſelſ: from which I learn, that Lucifer being Son of the 


Morn, and the greateſt Angel in Heaven, might have enjoyed 
Tome uſurped Power, which at this Time was taken from him. 


(&) That Zxcifer did by ſome Ways and Means draw the 
Angels into his Scheme is evident from the Afﬀertion, << And his 


„Tail drew the third Part of Heaven, and did caſt them to 


ee the Earth.” 7 t 
(% "Thar Laciſer formed an Army is couched in theſe Words: 
« And there was War in Heaven.“ 
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great red Dragon, having ſeven Heads, and ten 
Horns, and ſeven Crowns upon his Heads, And his 
Hui! drew the third Part of the Stars of Heaven, 
Sand did caſt them to the Earth. Which Record 


ews, the Policy and Power, or rather Subtilty 


Ef Lucifer. He appear'd as a Being having ſe- 


en crowned Heads, adorned with ten Horns, 


and red, ſays the Text, which we may juſtly 
S conclude was a Ray of Light and Majeſty, and 
I that the whole Appearance was altogether a Sort 
of Reſemblance of the Divine Being. The 
Horns were Beams of his Effulgency, his Heads 


and Crowns a Token of his aſſumed Power and 
Dominion. His Tail, the Cunning and Policy, 
wherewith he ſeduced the Angels into his Party, 


2 as though he ſaid, If you will come into my 


Scheme, ye ſhall all be Gods (m). 

Secondly, The Place cited ſays, There was War 
in Heaven, Michael and his Angels fought againſt 
the Dragon, and the Dragon and his Angels fought. 
But though Michael (n) worſted Lucifer (o) and 
put him to Flight, yet he could not expell him 
Heaven, this was out of his Power (5). There- 

| ſore 


(n) As to the Promiſes, which Lucifer made thoſe who fell 
in with his Scheme, I think there is ſufficient Ground from Gen. 
v. 3. For God doth know, that in the Day ye eat thereof, 
6 then your Eyes ſhall be opened, and ye ta be as Gods, 
« knowing Good and Evil. 

( Michael the Archangel, by God's Permiflion waged War 
with Lucifer. It is certain, that thoſe Angels who kept their 
Principalities, and rejoyced at the Declaration were angry with 
Lucifer and his Party, for their Rebellion, endeavoured to re- 
duce them to Obedience. Which I deduce from theſe Words : 
4 Michael and his Angels fought againſt the Dragon.” 

(o) They worſted Lacfer, becauſe ſays the Tent, . And 
C they prevailed not.” 

P) here ſay, that it was out of the Power of Michael and 
his Angels to eject them Heaven. But why was it out of their 
Power? Becauſe Lucifer and his Angels were immort l Beings, 
and of the ſame Power and Force with them. The only Advan- 
tage that Michael had was the Goodneſs of his Cauſe. 


14 Of the Fall of the Angels, 
fore aſter a while Lucifer rallied his Forces forlſWh' 
another Attempt (). And undoubtedly both. 
Armies fought couragiouſly, for no Fear off 
Death was amongſt them C). But at length 
came forth God the Word, whoſe Godhead and 
Supremacy they had moſt baſely denied, and a- 
gainſt whom they were now in Rebellion, com- 
manding Michael and his Hoſt to retreat, with! 
mighty Thundrings expelled them Heaven (0). 
So God the Word coming to the Aſſiſtance of 
Michael and his Angels, the Dragon and his An- 
gels prevailed not, neither was their Place found 
any more in Heaven. Thus were thoſe Bleſſed 
5 * diſcharged of this rebellious Arian 

rew. 


«| 
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| (9) It is natural to conclude, that if Lucifer was worſted in 
the firſt Battle, he would notwithſtanding hazard a ſecond. fa 

(F/) Their Courage muſt be great, becauſe it was naturally 
impoffible for them to kill one the other. From whence I con- 
clude, That if God the Word had not by his Almighty Power 
expelled the Retellious Ange; they had been contending to 
this Day : for their Way of fighting could not be like that of 
ours, but was only a Strife for the Maſtery. 

(s) L attribute the Expul ſion of Zzcifer and his Angels ſolel 
to the Power of God the Word; for which Fact I give chess 
Scriptural Proofs, Rev. xix. 13. „His Name is called, The 
« Word of God. And the Armies which were in Heaven fol- 
cc lowed him, ver. 14. And the Beaſt and his Armies were 
cc gathered together to make War againſt him, and againſt his 
« Army, ver. 19. And they were ſlain [f. e. expelled] with | 
«<< the Sword of his Mouth, Der. 21. And they prevailed 
« not, neither was there Place found any more in Heaven. 
« And the Great Dragon was caſt out into the Earth and his 
« Angels with him.” Before this Time God the Word had 
Prepared a Place for the Reception of him and his Army. And 
« He [God the Word] caſt him into a bottomleſs Pit, chap. } 
« xx.2- His right Hand, and his holy Arm hath 2 him 
cc the Victory, P/2/. xcviii. 1. Thou haſt a mighty Arm: 
« ſtrong is thy Hand, and high is thy right Hand, F/ Ixxxix. 
« 13. He hath ſhewed Strength with his Arm, he hath ſcat- 
ce tered the PROUD, in the Imagination of their Hearts.” 
Luke i. 51. l 


* 
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Thirdly, The next Thing to be obſerved is, 
forthe Place into which theſe rebellious Angels 
DothYwere caſt. St. John tells us plainly, that the 
r of Devil and his Angels were caſt out into the 
th Earib. What Earth Lask? Into this very Globe 
and pn which we now inhabit, before its Formation 
a- ut of Chaos; for then it was a Place of Dark- 
»m-Mneſs, and great Confuſion, a rude Wilderneſs, 
vith an indigeſted Lump of Matter. Which is plain 
(s). from tele Words: In the Beginning i. e. whilſt Gen. i. f, 
of it might be called Beginning ſome Time before 2. 
An- the Expulſion of theſe unhappy Beings ;] God 
ind i. e. God the Word againſt whom they had re- 
Ted WF belled,] created the Heaven, Ci. e. fixed the Fir- 
ian mament or Diviſion between his Throne, ] and 
the Earth. [i. e, and the Priſon appointed for 
ly, Lucifer and his Angels.] And the Earth [i. e. 
The Hell or Place of Puniſhment] was without 


Form and void, and Darkneſs was upon the Face 
in , the Deep. [i. e. was a confuſed Maſs, no Sun, 
no Day, nor no Light.] It Hell and Earth 
were two diſtinct Places, I humbly cunceive, 
er the firſt Verſe of the Bible would have read 
to thus: In the Beginning God created the Hea- 
of ven and the Earth, and made Hell alſo. ” 
But as Earth and Hell are ſynonymous Terms 
do denote one and the ſame Place according to 
ne three Authors: Toby, Jude and Peter. Jobn 
1- 3 and Peter ſay, they were caſt into the Earth, 
re and reſerved unto Judgment, and Jude that 
is they were caſt into Hell. However, there is 
h nothing more true than this, that theſe Apoſtate 
4 Angels were caſt down from Heaven into this 
18 very Orb we now inhabit, For we never yet 
4 read of the Creation of two Earths, or of ſuch 
d a diſt inct Act of Creation from the Earth, as Hell 
according to vulgar Fable is ſuppoſed to be. ( 
n | Fourthly, 


— (z) Under this Head I have briefly proved, that the World 
h we now inhabit is the Place we call He//; by which , 1 
| only 


7 | 
| 'þ 1 


e creaſe, and ſet on fire the Foundations of the Mountains: 


Mountains the Earth: So that there are according to the Ob- 


#4 Je N d gell, * 
Fourtbly, How many Ages theſe rebellious 
Angels might be confined to this Orb before 
its Formation out of Chaos, and the Diſpoſition 
of it by the Almighty Fiat into that Order and 
Beauty, in which we now ſee and behold it, is © 
nothing material. However, it may for the 
Sake of Speculation be ſuppoſed as Six Thou- | 
ſand Years. For ſays the Apoſtle, Beloved be 
not ignorant of this one Thing, that one Day is with | 
the Lord as a Thouſand Years, and a Thouſand | 
Years as one Day. If then we ſuppoſe theſe un- 
happy Beings to continue in this World or Hell, 
while it was without Light and without Form, | 
ſix Days, i. e. ſo many thouſand Years, they 
were a myſtical Week, ſave the Day of Reſt, 
in outer Darkneſs. After the Expiration of | 


theſe ſix myſtical Days God began the Forma- s 
tion of the World. 


Fifthly, 1 | 
$I 


only underſtand, that this is the Place, and the only Place that 

is inferior to Heaven, or to the Manſions ſpoken of by our Sa- 
viour. Were it poflible for us to fee the World again in its an- 
cient Chaos, without the Comforts of the glorious Sun, we 
ſhould then pronounce it Hell, 7. e. the inferior Region. Againſt 
this Doctrine it may be objected, that it is ſaid; Deul. xxxil. 
22. For a Fire is kindled in my Anger, and ſhall burn unto 
cc the loweſt Hell, and ſhall conſume the Earth with her In- 


where Hell and Earth are ſpoke of as two diſtinct Places. I 
anſwer, So are the Mountains made as diſtinct as the Hell and 
the Earth; and if the Objection be good in reſpect of the Di- 
ſtinction of Hell and Earth it is as good in reſpect of the Moun- 
tains ; for if Hell be not the Earth in this Place, no more are the 


jector three Worlds, viz. Hell, Earth and Mountains. Which 
is abſurd: The Truth is, that the Author of this Book wrote 
in a poetic Stile, and it is common with Poets to uſe a Flouriſh 
of Words to ſuit the Meaſure of their Verſe. The Learned 
Biſhop Patrick in his Commentary on this Place, ſays the Ex- 
preflion, the Jozweſt Hell, ſignifies the Depth of that Miſery 1 


- 


the Angels under Lucifer. 


FT therr Rebellion, Expulfion, &c. 
Fifthiy, We are come to the Creation of the 
World, and to the Formation of the firſt Man. 

And now conſidering this Period of Time, I 
aſk, How came it to paſs, that God ſhould di- 
geſt the Earth or Hell into beauteous and com- 
fortable Order, and create Man? I find myſelf 
anſwered, That God made a new Creation, 
Man, to ſupply the Depopulation in Heaven, 
occaſioned by the Defection of the third Part of 


D But 


Woe which would ſhortly come upon the Yet, in the ap- 
proaching Siege of Jeraſalom. David ſays, The Sorrows of 
« Hell compaſſed me about,” which implies no more than this: 


The Sorrows, the Afflictions, the Diſquietudes of this inferior 
Place, the Earth, ſeize me on every Side, and that he means 
the Earth by this poetic Expreffion is plain from the foregoin 


Part of this Chapter. To which I refer the Reader. The | 


1 florid Expreffion of Fob comes next to be conſidered, It is 


<c as high as Heaven, what canſt thou do? deeper than Hell, 
« what canſt thou know? The Meaſure thereof is longer than 
cc the Earth, and broader than the Sea, Fob xi. 8, 9. As Fob 
looked upon the Earth to be a Flat, he might allude to an in- 
ferior Part of the Earth, but yet not a diſtinct Region from 
it. The Depth or Profundity of the Earth, he calls 
Hell, the Surface of the Earth its Length, and the Sea its 
Breadth. - Again, Fob ſays, chap. xxvi. 6. „Hell is naked 
cc before him, and Leſtruction hath no Coyering.” Hell and 
Deſtruction are here ſynonymouſly uſed, and the Expreffion 
ſignifies, that no Diſtance from God, can hide us from his 
All-ſeeing Eye: 

David very angry with the Heathens was minded they ſhould 
be puniſhed, is therefore willing that God ſhould doom them 


to ſome worſe Place than they were now in, raſhly pronounces, 
„The Wicked (the Heathens) ſhall be turned into Hell, 7. e. 
into their Graves: for David wanted them out of his Way. 


It only ſnews, the Enmity the Ferws had to the Genti/er. V.: 
XV1- 10. is looked on as a prophetic Saying, „For thou wilt 
not leave my Soul in Hell, 7. c. in the inferior Region, the 


Earth. P/al. Iv. 3. is a Curſe of David's on his Enemies, 
which Way of Action he was a Dab at. P/2/. Ixxxv. 13. He 


calls the Grave, the loweſt Hell. It ſhould appear from this 
| Pſalm, 


18 Of the Fall of the Angels, 


But how came it to paſs that they were placed 
in Hell in order to bring about ſo exalted a 
Deſign? Sure! we have better Thoughts con- 


our Daughters into the Places and Company of 
the Wicked and Blaſphemous to learn true Piety, 
Virtue, Chaſtity and Holineſs. Think ye then 


cerning God, or at leaſt we ought to have, than l | 
to ſuppoſe him to do that which we ourſelves 
abhor. Let me ask, Will we ſend our Sons and 


that God created Man pure, upright and perfect, 


ew 2X 
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Pſalm, that David had been ſick, and being recovered is 
thankful , that he was delivered from Hell, 7. e. from the 
Grave, as the Margin reads it. P/2/. cxvi. 3. ſhews the Tor- 
ture of the Diſtemper that had at that Time ſeized the poor 
King, for ſome Diſtempers may indeed emphatically be ſtiled 
the Pains of Hell, 7. e. Diſtempers which lead to the Grave. 


Solomon ſpeaking of a Whore, Prov. v. 5. fays, That her 4 
Steps go down to Hell: And nothing is more certain, than 


that thoſe who are afflicted with the Diſtempers accummulated 
by Fornication go ſwift into the Grave. See Chap. vii. 27. and 
Ix. 13---I8. XV- 2 4. XXill. 14. XXVil. 20. Ia. v. I 4+ xiv. , Ig- 
xxvili. 15, 18. Ivit. 9. Ezek. XXX1- 10, 17. XXXil. 27, 27. 
Amos ix. 2. Fonah ii. 2. Hab. ii. 3. In all which Places the 
Word Hell is uſed only to denote the Grave. 


Next come we to the Words of our Saviour, Matth. v. 22. 


ce But whoſoever ſhall ſay, Thou Fool, ſhall be in Danger of 
« Hell-fire.” Tis very hard, (if true, according to the Vul- 
gar Opinion) that any Man, for thus cenſuring another ſhould 
be doomed to everlaſting material Puniſhment. "The Expreſ- 
ſion only ſhews, that the Perſon cenſuring another by this 
Name is full of Wrath, Pride and Hatred. And fo far as theſe 
Sins pin a Man down to Hell, they retard his celeſtial Flight. 
Ver- 2p, 30. argues that it is better for a Man to looſe a Mem- 
ber, than by keeping it putrid to hazard the whole Body to be 
caſt into the Grave. Again, chap. xvi. 18. Jeſus ſays to Peter, 
«« Upon this Rock I will build my Church, and the Gates of 
« Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, 7. e. the Powers of this 
World, ſhall not, Sc. Chap. xxiii. 33- How can ye eſcape 
the Damnation of Hell? 7. e. How can you who retain the 


ancient Inveteracy againſt my Godhead eſcape the Sentence pro- 


nounced at the I ime of your Rebellion, Depart, ye Apoſtates, 
from my Preſence, into the Place which I have appointed far you. 


1 
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new Beings, Soul and Body, to fill the Deficiency 
in Heaven, and in order to fit them for ſo ſacred 


a Place, ſent them for Education into Hell, to 
learn them that Holineſs without which no Man 


es hall ſee the Lord. No, Reaſon tells us, that if 
d Man had been a new Creation, both Soul and 
5 Body, and God was willing to ſupply the De- 
» 


pulation, He would have created them in 
ee and placed them immediately in thoſe 
Stations, Poſts and Offices, which the Ejected 
had before their Fall. 
But farther, I ask, Did God want Company ? 
or, Were there not a great Number of Beings, 


ne who continually chanted forth their Halleluia's, 
r- © encompaſſing His Throne? Was his Glory and 
or Honour by their Revolt aiminiſhed, or his Pa- 
ed lace deſtitute of Inhabitants? No, Two Thirds 
on q min, keep their Principality, and obey his 
d | Or on the other hand, Was the Crime (tho? 
id IF the moſt groſs) of theſe unhappy Angels, ſa. 
5+ IF very great, that it admitted of no Forgiveneſs, 
7 | 


at no Time, nor by no Means, in God's Com- 
prehenſion ? Could no Puniſhment be found out, 
no Penance inflicted, no Way eſtabliſhed, by 
infinite Knowledge, through which they paſſing 
in due Obedience to His W1ll, and in an hum- 
ble and worthy Acknowledgment of His Su- 
premacy over them, they might at laſt attain the 
State from whence fallen? Can we ſuppoſe, that 
an Arrian who, at this Day, is ſo proud, that 
he will not own the Godhead and Divinity of the 
Eternal Logos, as equal to the Godhead and Di- 
vinity of God the Father ſhould repent of his 
Sin, acknowledge his Error, and profeſs the 
Truth, I ſay, can we ſuppoſe, that if ſuch an 
one ſhould add to this Faith, Holineſs of Lije, 
o- be will not after Death be admitted into thoſe 
Z Manſions Chriſt hath prepared for them wha 
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20 be Pair of The angel, 
love him. For ſays the Eternal Word himſelf : Wee] 
* xii. Verily, 1 ſay unto 85 u, all Sins and Blaſphemies 
37 againſt the Son of God ſhall be forgiven. 
_ This Decree not only paſſed at that Time or 
Luke xii, Period when Chriſt appeared in Judea, but alſo 
10. before the Formation of the firſt Man, and was 


the very Cauſe thereof. Bur, 

Let us ſee, Why God created the Chaos, and 
formed the World? 

There has not been given as yet any real ſa- 
tisfactory Reaſon for the Creation of the World. 
Now the Doctrine, I advance, will give us ſuch i 
Reaſons for it, I humble conceive, as will fully 
ſhew, that it was highly juſt and reaſonable, as 
well as an Act of the Power of its Creator. 

1. It was abſolutely reaſonable, That when 
Lucifer and his Angels had rebelled, and it was 
convenient that they ſhould be expelled Hea- 
ven, and made mt Mem of, that ſome Place 
ſhould be created for their Reception, into which | 
they ſhould be caſt, and therein confined: For 
why ſhonld they who rebelled a gainſt the De- 
cree of Heaven, who denied the Godhead of the 
Eternal Word, and who took up Arms to op- 
poſe his Supremacy, notwithſtanding that re- 
main in the Regions of Blifs and Peace, Joy 
and Tranquillity ? Did not their Sin call for a 
Puniſhment fo juſt and ſo natural? A Baniſh- 
meat from that Kingdom, whoſe Laws and an- v 
cient Maxims they Rad publickly violated, and d 
whoſe Conſtitution they boldly and blaſphemoul- If 
ly attempted to ſubvert and extirpate. Nay, Wa 
I think it may be ſaid, that theſe Angels when Wt 
they had committed this their matchleſs Sin, it F1 
became, as it were, natural to them to ſeek ſome « 
Place more agreeable to their Principles and un- I 
happy Condition, for they left, ſays the Apoſtle, | 
their Principalities. This they did, when they Mt 
firſt engaged in the Rebellion, Thus ie Fl 
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heir Rebellion, on, &c. 


eleſtial Perfection, God the Word called up 
out of nothing the Chaos, a Place deſigned by 
him for their Puniſhment, into which he caft 
them for their Apoſtacy. 30002 
Il would not be underſtood, that God was un- 
Her an abſolute Neceſſity to create this Earth or 
Hell, for the Reception, Confinement and Pu- 
iſnment of Lucifer and his Angels; for it is 
certain, as he was the Author of their Beings, 
Ihe might have reduced them to nothing for their 
Offence. But this would not have been agree- 
able to their inherent Privilege of Eternity of 
I geing, to their Right of Free-will, or indeed 
o the Juſtice of God himſelf. Becauſe the irre- 
verſible Decree of God had granted to them, 
Immortality, at the Time he created them, and 
likewiſe gaye to them the Power of acting or 
doing what they pleaſed, within the Limits of 
their Capacity: Therefore had God as a Puniſh- 
ment for this their Apoſtacy, annihilated them, 
Ihe muſt have acted contrary to his own Decree, 
which had given them Eternal Exiſtence, and 


from any Dread or Fear of Annihilation. They 


knew this to be their Privilege; but yet they were 


ignorant what Puniſhments infinite Knowledge 


and Power could inflict ; they could not forelee , 


that they ſhould be expelled Heaven, and dri - 
ven into Exile, The Juſtice of God therefore 
demanded a Satisfaction agreeable to the Privi- 


leges he had before given them, on the one hand, 


and to their Sin on the other, For which 


Reaſons as well as for the Sake of thoſe who lived 


I peaceably in Heaven, I apprehend, it was ne- 
ceſſary that God ſhould prepare a Hell [z. e. an 
inferior Place to the Heaven, or Region of Hap- 
pineſs] for the Reception and Confinement of 


thoſe who were turbulent and contentious, re- 


bellious and wicked, Peace and Rebellion are 
not. 


conſequently had removed them in this Action 
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not Companions, Envy and Love. are not uni- 
ted. Neceſſary was this Act for the Peace and 
Quiet of Heaven, and neceſſary for the Puniſh- 
ment and Condemnation of the Rebellious An- Ui 

els. A | | 5 
K 2. We again repeat thoſe Words of our Bleſ- | 
ſed Saviour, << Verily, I ſay unto you, all Sins 
4 and Blaſphemies committed againſt the Son 
« of God ſhall. be forgiven.” Agreeable to 
which Almighty Decree God the Word who had | 
expelled them out of Heaven and caſt them into 
outer Darkneſs, pitying the unhappy State they | 
were then in, after (as has been hinted) Six 
Thouſand Years (as we compute Time) began 
the Formation of the World out of Chaos in 
that Form and Manner as deſcribed in the firſt 
Chapter of Geneſis; for no ſooner were Lucifer . 
and his Angels caſt into the Earth, but the De- 
cree of their Salvation was proclaimed in Hea- 
ven, Now is come Salvation and Strength, and the 
Kingdom of our God, and the Power of his Chriſt. 
All this was done to eſtabliſh a Way and Me- 
thod to. bring them back to that State of Per- 
fection and Happineſs from whence they fell. 
This the Reaſon, this the Motive which induced 
our Eternal God to form this Hell out of that 
confuſed Hell, which was without Form and 
void, and full of Darkneſs, Gen. i. 2. And a 
marvellous Work it was. Heaven declareth the 
_ of the Lord, and the Hell ſheweth his bandy 

ork. 

3. As this Act of the Formation of the World 
our of Chaos happened after the Decree of 
Salvation, we may conclude, that it was done 
purſuant thereto, and at a certain Time or 
Period which the Almighty Creator had fixed 
and determined. The World formed, beauti- 
ed and illuminated in the Order and Manner 


we 


_ a — „ 1 - 


their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 


ve now ſee and behold it, a third Reaſon for its 
reation, I take to be this: viz. The Creation 
of Man, i. e. To prepare Bodies [or certain 
Wictle Places of Confinement] for the Reception 
pf the apoſtate Angels, (x) that therein they 
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(x) I rhink St. Paal plainly ſets forth this Doctrine in his 
Epiſtle to the Epheſians, Chap. ii. 1---7- „ And you, /ays be, 
F< hath God quickned who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
„wherein in Time paſt ye walked according to the Courſe of 
F< this World, according to the Prince of the Power of the 
© Air, the Spirit that worketh in the Children of Diſobedience. 
< Among whom alſo we all had our Converſation in Times 
« paſt, in the luſts of the Fleſh, fulfilling the Deſires of the 
« Fleſh, and of the Mind; and were by Nature the Children 
« of Wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in Mer- 
ce cy, for his great Love wherewith he loved us, even when 
ve were dead in Sins, hath quickned us together with Chriſt, 
© (by [whoſe] Grace we are ſaved) And hath raiſed us up 
<« together to ſit together in heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus. 
That in the Ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding 
* Riches of his Grace in his Kindneſs towards us.” 
1. The Apoſtle here aſſerts the Prz-exiſtence of the Soul, 
« In Time paſt ye walked according to the Courſe of this 
« World, and in Times paſt, we all had our Converſation a- 
« mong the Children of Diſobedience.” Who were theſe 
Children of Diſobedience among whom we A LL had our Con- 
verſation? Were they the Jezys? Were they the Gent des? 
Were they the Wicked Antidi/uviens? Were they the Apo- 
ſtate Angels? Yes, moſt certainly. Among all theſe we had 
our Converſation, acted according to our own Deſires, and 
were ſubject to the Prince of the Power of the Air; for the 
Expreffion, Among whom we all had our Converſation in times 
paſt, is the ſame with ſaying, We ALL were in Times paſt 
the Children of Diſobedience. Which ſets forth the Doctrine 
of the Pre-exiſtence of the Soul in a poſitive Light. And cer- 
tainly we who now actuate Bodies in this Time or Period were 
of old Children of Diſobedience in Heaven, afterwards Tranſ- 
greſſors of the Law given us at the Beginning of the Period of 
our Incorporality, and Reprobates during the Period from the 
Flood till the Coming of Chriſt. ns 
2. We 
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being impriſoned for their Crime, ſubjected to 
Death for their Rebellion (y), might come to 
a Senſe of their Guilt, withftand the Tempra- 
tions of the Dragon, be purified as far as it is 
poſſible for them to be in this Globe, and aſter- 
wards admitted into Places of greater Perfection 
and Attainment, that 1s, into the Manſions ſpo- 
ken of in our Text. 3 
For theſe Reaſons, I humbly conceive, this 
Hell, or inferior Region, was created, formed 
and made comfortable and beautiful. But let 
it be ſuppoſed, that theſe Reaſons are merely 


fictitious, 


2. We were dead in Sins, 7. e. We had all of us ſo far apo- 
ſtatized, and involved ourſelves in Perdition, that we had in- 
tirely laid aſide all Thoughts of attempting, yea, even of de- 
firing Reſtoration to thoſe heavenly Stations and Principalities 
we loft by our Diſobedience. | 243 . 

3. But he hath quickned us together, and raiſed us up to- 4 
gether, to ſit together in heavenly Places, 7. e. God the Word | 
againſt whom we were of old diſobedient, hath condeſcended 
to take our Nature on him, and therein to reſtore to us the 
Senſe of our unhappy Condition, and to raiſe in us a Deſire of 
dur Redemption by laying before us the Terms of our Salva- 
tion, that we embracing theſe Overtures of his Mercy and 
Kindneſs, during this Period of the Evangelical Diſpenſation, 
may, notwithſtanding former Difobediences, all of us attain the 
Perſection and State of Happineſs we loſt. 

4. That in the Ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding 
Riches of his Grace, 7. e. that in the Age, wherein thoſe who 
[*- e. Who ſhall be ſo wiſe as now to come into the Terms of 

alvation] ſhall receive the Reward of their Obedience, may 
admire at the exceeding Exuberancy of the Mercy, Juſtice and 
Love of our God and Creator towards Us. Then ſhall we 
know and ſee, that we are no more Strangers and Foreigners, 
but Fellow-Citizens with the Saints [i e. the ancient Compa- | 
nions of thoſe who have kept their Principality] and of the 
Houſhold of God. This then is indeed the Great Love where- 
with God hath loved Us. | 

(v) The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that I ſuppoſe the Re- 
volutions of theſe Angels in Bodies, and that they may have | 
actuated or aſſumed Bodies many times fince the Creation, in 
order for their Puniſhment, Probation and Reconciliation. 


to 
to 


t their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 
Aitious, What will be the Conſequence? Why,- 
he apoſtate Angels have committed a Crime, 
hich God will not forgive: Their Sin, tran- 


acted in a ſhort Time, puniſhed with an ever- 
Waſting Penalty in God's Comprehenſion ; with 


od there is no Remiſſion of their Sin, they are 
Joomed to Eternal Puniſhments to infinite Ages 
or this one Tranſgreſſion. But how abſurd is 
his! What an Idea does it convey of God to 


Pur Minds? How can it be reconciled to thoſe 
F&1orious Ideas recorded in Holy Sctipture con- 
Ferning his Nature and Attributes, his infinite 


Perfections and ever-durable Veracity.? All Sins 

and Blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven. I will that all 
ould repent. Repent, and again I ſay, repent. 

Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die. 

But the Doctrine I advance repreſents God 


every way agreeable to the moſt worthy Ideas 
Band Apprehenſions we are capable of forming 
concerning His Nature and Eſſence, whether 
they be thoſe which are deducible from the Rea- 


ſon of Mankind, or thoſe which are recorded in 
the Books of the Old and New Teſtament; for it 
introduces God as bringing back again the re- 
bellious and apoſtate Angels, and ſay ing, Turn 
77 turn ye, Why will ye die, O Inhabiters of 

eaven. And whereas the Vulgar Opinion ſup- 


poſes no Reconciliation between God and theſe 


unhappy Beings, and conſequently repreſents 
him as One who keepeth his Anger long, and 
that always; ſo this plainly ſets forth his Mercy 
and his Juſtice : Juſt in puniſhing them for their 
Rebellion, and merciful! in offering unto them 
Terms of Reconciliation and Reſtoration. 

This Hypotheſis of the Creation of the World 
will, I hope, give a full Anſwer to all the A- 
theiſts, to Spinoſa, Hobbs, Toland, &c. becauſe 
hence is apparent, the very Reaſon and Cauſe of 
it ; viz. It was created = the Good and 1 
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fit, the Reconciliation and [Reſtoration of the 
fallen Angelsz therefore it came not by 
Chance. N | 
Vet as 1 the Period concerning which 
we are now ſpeaking, I do not aſſert, that the 
World as we now ſee it was formed out of no- 
thing, and that Man was made of nought; but 
I affirm, that that very Matter out of which 
this World was formed, was prez-exiftent to the 
Formation of the Earth, and to the Creation of 
Man, was a Dungeon for the Puniſhment of the 
Lapſed Angels, and the Place of their Reſi- 
dence. EO | 
Sixthly, We now proceed to take Notice. of 
the Creation of Adam, The ſacred Text ſays, 
Gen. i. 27. That God created Man in his own Image, in the 
Image of God created be bim. What is here to 
be underſtood concerning the Image or Likeneſs * 
of Man to God muſt relate to the Spirituality Þ 
of Adam, and not to his Body. And this is 4 
plain from the Words of St. Jobn, who ſays, 
John iv. God is @ Spirit. It is allowed, that Man as to 
24 his ſpiritual Nature is created after the Image or 
Similitude of God, and if theſe Angels do actu- 
ate the Bodies of Men, then it may juſtly be 
ſaid, In the Image of God created be Gila. The 
ſacred Record in giving a further and more plain 
Account of the Creation of Man, ſays, And the 
Lord God formed Man of the Duſt of the Ground, 
and breathed into his Noſtrils, the Breath of Life; 
and Man became a living Soul. It is obſervable, 
that the Breath of Life was diſtint&t from Man's 
Body, and that it was pre-exiftent to its Union 
with the Body. Give me leave to annotate X 
on the Words thus; And the Lord God Ww ho 
had expelled the apoſtate Angels, being full of | 
Compaſſion, Merey, Juſtice and Forgiveneſs, 
was determined to eftabliſh a. Way for the Pu- 
niſhment, Probation and Redemption of them, 
Created 


their. Rebellion, Expulfion, &c. 
reated or formed out of the Earth, a Body, a 
Place proper for their Impriſonment, Probation, 
he and Puniſhment ; for the Body is no other than 

© She Priſon of the Soul, its Clog, its Place of 


his onfinement. Rebellion being puniſhable with 
heath, the Body dies, and by that Means pu- 
I a niſhes the Soul. But this Body made a fit Place 


for Puniſhment, for Temptation, for Probation 
and for Redemption was by the Command of 
God actuated by one of the apoſtate Angels in 
order to his Return to the State from whence he 
ell. 


of I ſhall not here paſs over the Opinion of 
* ſome of the Learned, who have imagined, that 
3 Sid created a Stock of Souls in the ſix Days 


of his Creation that ſhould actuate Bodies to 
the End of Time, agreeable to that of Moſes 


& Hypothelis of the fallen Angels taking Fleſh, 


finiſhed the Creation in ſix Days, and it is more 
' reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the fallen Angels 
are this Stock ef Souls, which they imagine to 
be created within that Period, than that ſuch 
a Number of new created Souls ſhould then be 
made to actuate Bodies not yet in Being, no 
otherwiſe than by the Laws of Procreation. 
Seventhly and Laſtly, The Hypotheſis I have 


any one therefore ſhould ask, What are the Pu- 
niſhments we endure ? I think they are obvious, 


EPP! „80d f „n 08s ow 


being adopted for Truth, God in a literal Senſe 


advanced ſays, this Place we inhabit is Hell. If 


Dread, Fear, Famine, Peſtilence and Death (z), 
E 2 Puniſhments 
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n fix Days the Lord made ' the Heaven and the wad a 
J Earth, the Sea, and all that in them is, This 11. 


(z) Let the many Diſeaſes, Caſualities, Torments and Pu- 


. niſhments, the many Diſtreſſes and Perplexities in Life we are 
9 


ſubject to in this G 


be be duly and maturely conſidered, _ 
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niſnments fitly aſſimilized by Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, and the Worm that never dies. But you 
will ask, What Puniſhments will thoſe undergo! 
who after the End of Death, or after all our 
Bodies ſhall be deſtroyed, have not attained 
ſuch Perfections as are p'z-requiſite to their 
Admittance into the Manſions of Eternity ? I 
anſwer, that the Scripture ſays, hey ſhall be caſt ® 
into outer Darkneſs. By which is meant no other . 
Puniſhment than this: That thoſe who have ne- 
glected to embrace the Overtures of Salvation 
will remain in this Globe when it ſhall again be 
a confuſed Place, as it was before the Creation | 
of Man, when the Sun ſhall not give its Light, 
and the Moon and Stars be no more, and be 
then in the ſame unhappy State under the more 
immediate Power of Lucifer, as when the Earth, 
this Hell, was without Form and void, and 
Darkneſs was upon the Face of the Deep. 
What greater Puniſhment can there be then to 
be expelled Heaven. This is eternal Puniſh- | 
ment. ? 

As | 
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T believe it will be found, that they will give the main Charac- | 
teriſtick of its being Hell. I ſhall mention but three, from 
whence all the reſt ſpring : 1. The Irregularities which are: 
committed in the Propagation of our Species. The many Di- 
ſtempers and great Inconvenciences which naturally low from 
Hence are innummerable, and ſo very obvious, that every Fa- 
mily can teſtify the Truth of this our Unhappineſs. And they 
may juftly be accounted Puniſhments in Hell, and even Fire | 
— Brimſtone, and the Worm that never dies. Were I to 
trace the Miſery we are ſubject to from this Cauſe, I could 
ſhew, that it is the Source of all our Diſeaſes, the Fountain of 
thoſe Pains, Tortures, Sc. with which the Woman breeds, 
and brings forth her Child. A Puniſhment which the Righ- 
teous Antidiluuiens were ignorant of- 2. The Uſe of Money. 
This (tho' in the unhappy Circumſtances in which we now 
are involved can never be remedied) is the Bane of our Hap- 

| pineſs, 


— ; 


their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 


n- As to thoſe who argue for a material Fire in 
Hell alter Death, they talk as if God was to 


Pamned that by this material everlaſting Fire 
as continually to be aſſaulted, But as this is 
abſurd and ridiculous, and no one can rational - 


: be prepared for the Damned, it is ſufficient to 
er ſay, That it lies upon the Advocates for this 
e- Hnonſtrous Dogma to prove, 1. That Materia- 
Pity is capable of an everlaſting Duration, or to 
prove, that the Body is eternal in its own Na- 
ture, and that Fire and Brimſtone are Things of 
that Compoſition, that wa will never decay, 
be Mand conſequently are equal to Angels them- 
= ſelves, immortal. 2. They muſt prove, that 
"Ras the Bodies of Men, after Death, according to 
their own Maxim, will be rendered capable of 
an eternal Puniſhment in Fire and Brimſtone, 
in the Lake that burneth for ever, that theſe 
Bodies will not receive the leaſt Hurt or Da- 
mage therefrom ; for if they do, they muſt de- 
\s | Cay, 


ork a Miracle to ſupport the Bodies of the 


ly ſuppoſe, that ſuch Sort of Puniſhments will 


c- pineſs, the Cauſe of Oppreffion, the Ruin of Society, and the 
m Fountain of Miſery. In ſhort, It is the Root of all Evil, and 
re an Invention entirely diabolical. 3. Famines, Plagues, Peſti- 
i- lences and Epidemical Sickneſſes may truly be reckoned among 
m the Puniſhments of our Hell. Beſides theſe, it will not be 


a- MM amiſs here juſt to remind the Reader, that there are alſo Poli- 
Y IR tical Puniſhments to which we are ſubject, which will rightly 
re ¶ conſidered afford us another Reaſon for denominating our Earth 


to Hell. See the Stateſman counſelling War with no other De- 
Id ſign than to keep Publick Taxes on Foot. Behold two Ar- 
of mies in the Field of Battle, each a Sacrifice to Politic Pride; 
s, ſee them undermining and countermining, at length a Thou- 
- ſand, perhaps, at one Puff blowed up into the Air, and their 
y. Bodies ſhivered, in an Inſtant, into innumerable Pieces, while 
w thoſe who contrived this Murder rejoyce at the Sight. The 


Earth is the Hell. 


more I conſider theſe Things, the more I am convinced this 
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cay, and then conſequently ſome time or other 
the Puniſhment will end; for all the material 
everlaſting Puniſhments that Men and Devils 
can invent will not hurt or affect the Soul or 
Angel of a Man after his Separation from the 

Body. 3. They muſt likewiſe make it appear, 
That the Souls of Men are ſo eſſential a Part of 
the Created Human Being, that they cannot 
exiſt the one without the other, and then con- 
ſequently aſter the Deceaſe of any one, they 
muſt prove, that the Soul dies alſo, and that 
God after a While will raiſe them both up to- 
gether on purpoſe to puniſh them for ever in 
Fire and Brimſtone, in the Lake which burneth | 
for ever, for a few Faults committed in a Hand- 
ful of Years, which could not detriment the Di- 
vine Being, and for which while they were toge- 
ther in Life they received their Reward, I fay, 
theſe Things ought firſt to be proved; nay, I. 
muſt be excuſed the Belief of the Doctrines of 
the Materiality and Infinity of Hell-Torments, 
till I ſee better Arguments to ſupport them than 
has hitherto appeared. 

But as theſe Things cannot rationally be ex- 

, pected, I venture to affirm, That the Fire 

0 which ſhall puniſh all thoſe who ſhall be doom- 

S ed to this Globe will be immaterial. And I fay 

Dirtin-s have invented theſe dreadful ſcarecrow 

f Doctrines with no other Deſign than to ſhew 

; their Skill in Impoſing on Mankind,(a) and to 

frighten 


«AH 


| 
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(2) This Expreſſion ought to be ſoftened, becauſe it is pro- 
bable, Divines did not apprehend, that the Excellency and in- | 
trinfic Worth of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the Hopes of gain- 
ing Heaven on the one Hand, joyned with immaterial Puniſh- 

ments on the other, ſufficient to procure the glorious Deſign Þ 
bol our God, the Salvation of Man. And therefore have wiſe- © 


ly 


their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 31 | 


righten Men into that Obedience to the Di- 
ine Laws which ought to be the free Choice of 
very Man, For if I am obedient to the Laws 


vl pf God, or in other Words, if I lay hold on 
Ih : 

x he Terms of Salvation through Fear of future 
je Funiſhment, then my Obedience or Conformity 


hereto 1s that of a Slave, and therefore cannot 
ender me a fit and proper Candidate for the 


1 eleſtial Manſions, And he only it is who will 
1. pe admitted into Heaven, that lays hold of the 


Terms of Salvation with a free and hearty. De- 
Pre of attaining to that State of Perfection 


at 

. rom whence he fell. 8 | 
in But it may be objected, that if all Reſtraint 
th Pe taken off from the Minds of Men, concern- 


ing future material Puniſhments, how much 
j. wickeder will the World become (5). Let me 


aſk 


e- 4 
J's + 

I: y added Schemes and Doctrines of their own, which they think 
of more effectual to the Purpoſe, though againſt the Command, 


Ve ſhall not add thereto, nor diminiſh from.” I would have 
he Words read thus: With no other Deſign than to ſhew 
© how dexterous they are at founding Doctrines to eſtabliſh 
« Chriſtianity, &c. . 
(4) In anſwer to this Objection, I ſuppoſe it adopted for 
ruth, that we are, as reſpects our ſpiritual Nature, the apo- 
ate Angels, and conſequently pre-exiſtent to our Bodies. 
nd if pre-exiſtent to our Bodies, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
ve ſhall in a State of Futurity, whether it be of Rewards or 
Puniſhments always exiſt without them. Alſo, that the Do- 
trine of the Revolution of theſe Angels, during the Diſpenſa- 
ion of Incorporality, which continues from the Formation of 
his Hell out of Chaos till its Deformation, which Period of 
Trial, Probation and Puniſhment is fixed by the Almighty De- 
Free, and is really the Privilege of all the ſed els, be- 
Ing ſubject to the Laws of Procreation. This Doctrine, it. 
Wecems, will give too great a Looſe to the Minds of Men, ug 
ake off from them the little Regard they now have for Reli - 
Zion. Indeed, had the Doctrines of Non-exiftence, of Deter- 
puned Miſery and Happineſs after Death, joyned with men 
N f We 


' Of the Fall of the Angels, 
aſk the Objector, What Influence the ſcarecrow 
Doctrines of Fire and Brimſtone, Hell fire, tor- 
mented by Devils for infinite Ages, burning in 
the Lake that endureth for ever, Sc. hath had 
over the Minds of Men in general, and over the 
Minds of the Clergy themſelves in all Ages and} 
in all Nations in particular? If it be ſaid, that 
the Influence has been great, and that the Cler- 
y of all Ages and of all Nations can teſtify it | 
from their Converſe with Men, I ſay, that 
every one who was onſtrained to walk in the 
Paths of Virtue and Holineſs from ſuch dread- 
ful Apprehenſions and Ideas of Things, are not 
aſcended to the Manſions, for they admit no 
Slaves, ſuch are not? free- born, are not Sons of 
God, unleſs apoſtate ones, and therefore are at 
this Tme, if not attained greater Perfection, 
confined 


* 
ry. 


rial infinite Torments, and material infinite Pleaſnres, ren- 
dered both the Chriftian Clergy and Laity, honeſt, faithful | 
and good Men, then, would it have proved, that theſe Doc- 
trines have been of ſome moral Service: Nor would thoſe 
Words of Jſajab ever have been applicable to Chriftendom ; 
« His Watchmen are blind, they are all dumb, ſleeping, ly- 
« ing down, loving to ſlumber. Yea, they are greedy which 
« can never have enough, and they are Shepherds that cannot 
« underſtand: they all look to their own Way, every one for 
© his own Gain, from his Quarter. Come ye, ſay they, we 
« 'will fetch Wine, and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong 
« PDrink, and to Morrow ſhall be as this Day, and much more 
« abundant, J. lvi. 11, 12, 13. For from the leaſt of them 
« even to the greateſt of them, every one is given to Coye- 
« touſneſs, and from the Prophet even to the Prieft every one 
« dealeth falſly, Fer- vi- 13- A finful Nation, a People laden} 
« with Iniquity, a Seed of evil Doers, Children that are Cor- 
« rupters.” I ſhould be glad, if any one could prove, that 
this Character of the eres at that Time hath not been appli- 
cable to the Prieſts and Laity of all Parts of Chriſtendom. The 
Severity wherewith Sin is forbid is one Reaſon of its Commiſ- 
Gov, Men generally want that which is prohibited: Let a 11 | 
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their Rebellion, 'Expulfion, &c. 
confined to this Globe. But I am perſuaded, it 


has had no good Influence over the Minds of 
Men but a very bad one, It has repreſented to 


them ſuch unworthy Thoughts and A pprehen- 
Wo ſions of God, that at this Time, all Chriſtian 


Nations abound with atheiſtical Men, with Re- 
probates, and with Men, who, becauſe of the 
Abſurdities and Difficulties, the vain Props and 
Bulwarks which 'the Clergy of all Ages and of 


all Nations have raiſed and built to ſapport 


[their] Chriſtianity, cannot or will not look 


chrough the Cheat, turn Scepticks, deride Reli- 


gion, Jive debauched Lives, and lptht at (what 
they call) Religious Slaves. 
But perhaps it has been of great Service to 


} the Clergy of all Ages and of all Nations, it has 
made them conſcientious Diſchargers of the Truſt 
2 repoſed in them. I wiſh it was true. Though 


even then it would not have proceeded upon a 


true Principle. Yer J am afraid, that if the 
Characters of all thoſe who have preached the 
Goſpel from the firſt Century after Chriſt down 


to this Day could be examined, the Goodneſs of 


their Lives would not exceed the Goodneſs of 
the Lives of as many of their Laity. 

But why did the | Roman] Clergy in all Ages 
and in all Nations thus impoſe upon Mankind? 
Is there any Reaſon for it? Are they benefited 
by it? I anſwer, That it was always the Office 
of Prieſts of all Times and Nations to declare 
ſtrange Things, to predict Wonders, Thus in 
the As (it ſhould appear from Ch. xix,35,&c.) 

the Prieſts of Epheſus had per ſuaded the People, 
that their Goddeſs Diana fell down from Fupi- 
ter out of Heaven. What could they intend by 
this Lie, but to aggrandize themſelves, to im- 
pole upon the Herd and make them believe, as 
| ſaid before, ſtrange Things. It had its deſired 
Effect, the Prieſts lived well, and they ſo con- 
F trived 


33 


—. 


34 90 the Fallof the Angels, 


trived to ſpread the Fame of their Goddeſs that 
the whole World. worſhipped her. (c) | 
Indeed the Prieſts under the Period of Chri- 
ſtiznity have not been ſo happy, the whole 
World have not as yet received their laviſh (d) 
Doctrines, though they have ſtirred up the mo- 
nied Laity in all Nations to export themſelves 
and their Religion to ſpread the Fame of their 
Diana (e) in Heatben Countries. The little Pro- 
greſs that Chriſtianity hath made in Chriſtendom 
and Abroad in thoſe Countries is a manifeſt E- 
vidence that there are great Faults as well in the 
Doctrines they advance, as in the Preachers if 
themſelves „J). | 
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(c) T have not Room to recite here the many ſtrange Things 
predicted or ſpoke by the Heathen Prieſts from their firſt Inſtitu-- 
tion; the Stories of their Gods, their fictitious Exploits, Sc. 
Neither 1s their Leiſure to run through thoſe talmudical Stories 
and Traditions which the Feww// Prieſts have impoſed upon 
the People: Nor need I give myſelf the Trouble, to repeat 
the Fopperies and Legends of the Romiſb Church, concerning 
their Saints, Sc. But if this ſhould be required, I will do it 
| hereafter. 

(4) By the Expreſſion, flaviſh Doctrines, I do not mean to 
reproach the Doctrines of Chrittianity, but to cenſure thoſe O- 
pinions with which they have ſtuffed our Theology, and do re- 

reſent God as contrary to his Nature and Eſſence. 

(e) All thoſe Abſurdities, Sc. which [Roman] Prieſts have 
invented either to enlarge, improve or ſupport the Chriſtian 
Religion. | | 4 

J) Prieſts are, for the moſt part, bred up in what they call 
Univerſities: and, indeed, the Name is very proper; for there 
is ſcarce a Sin, but is there practiſed. I remember, that I paid 
a Viſit to one of ours ſome Time ago, the Character I had of 
the Academiſts from my Friend there, who had lived among 
them a long Time, and their ill Uſage of myſelf, their cur- 
ung, ſwearing, talking of Bawdy, Sc. gave me ſuch a Diſtaſte 
to Vairerty Learning, that I have ever ſince ſaid, That our 

| Sons 


their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 
I ſay, that Prieſts have impoſed upon the 


ri- People from their very firſt Inſtitution (g): 
ole This is evident from the Story of Moſes. All 
(d) lay he was a Prieſt, and ſo he muſt be, becauſe 


he made Aaron a Prieſt, But how came he to 
make Aaron a Prieſt? Why Jethro taught 
him the Trade. What heavy Burdens, whar 

22 ſtrange 


ons are there brought up and educated for the Devil. I hope 
this Expreſſion will be excuſed; I mean not to give Offence, 
and I wiſh heartily that ſome Method may be found whereby 
the Fountains may be purged, that ſo- the Waters may be clean. 
It is certain, that ſome few who are ſent Miffionaries to pro- 
pagate the Goſpel, are valuable Men, yet the tar greater Part 
Jof thoſe who are ſent, I am afraid, are Men. who cannot con- 
A veniently live in their own Countries. 1 
3 (2) Abraham is the firſt Prieſt we read of, (after Mab) Gen. 
Rü. 17. and xiii. 4. — a Prieſt imagineth, that he ought to 


— offer his Son a Burnt- offering to appeaſe God, Chap. xxil. 2. 
90 which thus far impoſed upon the People of His own and future 
ries Time, that they did for ſeveral Ages offer up their Firſt-dorn 
on 2 Burnt. offering to Idols. But though, wer. 2. he fancies ſo, 
0 yer, der. 12. he repents. Facob is the next, and indeed he 

ad Cunning enough for a Jeſuit, for he craftily defranded E/2x, 


Ch. xxvii. and thereby ſawed great Enmity among Brethren, 
that they and their Children hated one another afterwards. 
Laban is a Prieſt, and makes himſelf Symbols or Images of the 


8 divine Being. This very Act of his impoſed upon the Minds of 
his Deſcendents, for his Daughters are ſo fond of them, that 
* they ſteal them, ch. xxxi. It would be needleſs to run thro” 
6 all the Stories of Prieſts in all the Ages before Chriſt, and ſhew 
U how they impoſed upon the People by erecting and praiſing of 
ian Gods, the Works of Mens Hands. But if it ſhould hereafter 
an! be required, I ſhall be ready to ſatisfy the Reader heren, a 
XX likewiſe in ſhewing the many Innovations the Prieſts of Fou 
5210 teen Centuries under Chriſtianity have m:de. I ſhall therefo 
10 1 conclude this Note with the Words of the Poet: 
ove Natural Religion were eaſy firſt, and plain, 
— Tales made it Myſtery; Offerings made it Gain, 


< Sacrifices and Shews were at length prepar'd, 
3 The Prieſts eat Roaft Meat, and the People ſtar d. 


36 Of the Fall of the Angels, © 
ſtrange Rites, what wonderful Stories did he 
impoſe upon his Brethren under the Sanction of, 


Thus ſaith the Lord. Tis evident to every Man 
who reads his Hiſtory, that if it had not been 
for his Cunning and Policy, his Power and Arms, | 


he had never eſtabliſhed his grievous Religion, a 
Religion which taught the Jets ro worſhip God 
with Pagan Rites (5). No ſooner had he eſta- 


bliſhed |} 


(>) We begin our Account of My/e-'s Prieftcraft, or Art of 


eftabliſhing his Religion, with his Murder of the Egyprian ; be 
cauſe it is the firſt Exploit this great Man did, Excd, ii. 17, 12. 
« And he | My/es] ſpied an Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, one 
cc. of his Brethren.” Now this Smiting was no other than box- 
ing or ſtriking with the Hand. It a Man ſmite thee on the 


Cheek turn to him the other alſo. And they ſmote him with 
cc the Palms of their Hands.” Boxing, or mutual Combat, is 


a manly Way of fighting; and it is certain, this Egyptian and 
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this Hebret would ſoon - have given over as either of their 


11 


Strength failed. If the Egypι had intended to have killed 


the Hebrew the Words would have read thus: < And he ſpied 
an Egyptian killing [or about to kill] an Hebrew.” A Quar- 
rel very often happens between two, and they fall to Blows, 
without any Deſign or Intention to kill one another. Ver. 12. 
5 And he ¶Mqſer] looked this Way and that Way, and when he 
« ſaw no Man, he ſlew the Egyptian, and hid him in the Sand. 
Where is obſervable, y, The Cunning and Fear of Meer, 
he looked this way and that way: he was conſcious to himſelf 
that he was about to perpetrate an Act which was againſt the 
Laws of the Egyptian, Murder. Sccondl;, When he ſaw that 
there was no Man, he ſew the Egyptian. Now for Mr/ers 
Bravery : The Egyptian and the Hebrew were cloſely engaged 
in mutual Combat, at Fifty-cuffs, as we ſay, Mz/es with ſome 
Weapon of Deſtruction comes behind the Egyptian and ftuck it 


in his Back. This is plain, becauſe the Egyptian and M:/es did 
not fight together, if they had, the Hiſtorian would have ta- 


ken Notice of it. If it be ſaid, that the Egyptian would have 
Killed the Hebrew, I think it would have become Mes to 
have prevented him, not by murdering of him flily, which was 


. but by parting of them, as he was a Man of great 


Strength. Thirdly, Maſes being fomewhat ſenſible of his Sin, 
hid the Egyptian in the Sand, and undoubtedly bid the Hebrew 


ſay 


their Rebellion, Bxpulfion, Rc. 
iſhed- the Prieſthood in the Houſe of Aaron, 
at he ſets one Tribe to live upon the other 


ribes. Theſe were Gentlemen, their Study 
as to explain and expound. the Law, and 


{o 


xy nothing of the Murder. This is the firſt Publick Act of 
gers. Notwithſtanding the Secrecy wherewith Maſer com- 
Pitted this Murder it was known the next Day, der, 13- and 
Jen the Hebrews themſelves abhorred the Act, ter. 14. Pla- 
oh hearing of it, ſoaght to bring Mises to Juſtice and public 
uniſhment as a Murderer, but Moyes fled into Miaz from 
e Dominions of Phara h, ver. I. When Maßes was in this 
range Country, where his abominable Crime was a Secret, he 
ehaved ſo well, that he got the Fayour of ſeven Virgins at 
Mnce, ver. I6--20. And was afterwards married to one of them, 
amed Zipperab, ver. 21. Which Act of his was contrary to the 
uſtom of the Hebrews ; for no Hebrew ſhould marry a Stran- 
er. The Office of Mo/es was no other than this: He was 
Ferbro's Herdſman or Grazier, Ch. iii. 1. Thus employed on 


i he Back- ſide of a Deſert, and alone, he ſays he ſaw a fie 


aming Angel in a Buſh, ger. 2. he ys the Lord obſerved his 
otions, and called to him out of the Buſh, ver. 4. TI obſerve, 
hat for the Truth of this, we have only Meets 79/0 dix/7, and 
| think a Man may chuſe whether he will telieve a Murderer. 
From this Verſe to the twentieth contains a Dialogue between 
God (I ſay Ferthro) and Maſec, which any Man may believe if 
he will. Before Moes ends this Chapter in the two laſt Verſes 
he introduces God as teaching the Children of V (ofpecial- 
ly the Women) to cheat: * And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
e when ye go, ye ſhall not go empty. But every Woman 
e ſhall borrow of her Neighbour, and of her that ſojoarneth 
in her Houſe, Jewels of Silver, and Jewels of Gold, and 
« Raiment: and ye ſhall pat them upon your Sons, and upon 
{ your Daughters, and ye ſhall ſpoil the Kgyptizne.” He who 
an believe that the Lord God of Heaven and Zarth id theſe 
Vords, has ſuch a Stock of Credulity, that hie is fit to receive 
ranſubſtantiation, Infallibility of Church and Pope, and all 
the abſurd Doctrines and Legends that have been invented by 
Cunning Men and Prieſts from the Beginning of the World to 
this Day. The Beginning of Chap. iv. relates two wonderful 
Things done in an obſcure Place. anom, Nets Brother, is re- 
commended to Mo/es as a proper Perſon to ſpeak what he 
Ihould bid him, ver. 14, 15. and Mycs was to be to £2,977 as 
A 
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a God, or inſtead of God, ver. 16. Mr/es was to exerciſe hit 
[magical |] Rod, ver. 17. And, der. 24. be ſays, that the Lord 

met him, and ſought to kill him; ſo that Meſer and his God; 
are of one Principle, Exod. ii. 11, 12. compared with Exod. iv. 
24. Zipporah, Fethro the Prieſt's Daughter, Mo/ess Wiſe, is thi 
firſt Prieſteſs, and accordingly circumciſes dexterouſly, wer. 25 
Mes and Aaron undertakes jointly to perform Wonders, wer. 
27---31- Chap. vii. T, 2. repreſents God as commanding Aaron 
to ſware to whatever My/es ſhould ſay, wer. 6, 19. At the Be-. 
ginning of Chap. x. Mo/es introduces God as giving a Reaſonſ 


fill'd their Theology with Legends, and thei 


/ the Fall of the Angels, 
ſo they did, *all they quite gloſs'd it away, the 


Talmud was had in greater Reputation than the 
Law itſelf, inſomuch that our Saviour ſays off 


them 


why he had wrought ſuch Wonders as are recorded in the 


foregoing Chapters, v/z. that the Jracl ter might brag of them 
to their Poſterity, ſafficient indeed The Egyptians at length 
expelled the Hebrews out of their Land, Chap. xii. 31. And 

going out << they did according to the VV you 2 Moſes, 

<« they borrowed of the Egyptians, Jewels of Silver, Jewels ol 
«« Gold, and Raiment, and they ſpoiled the Egyptians.” Ob- 
ſerve the Difference of the two Relations, here this Theſt or 
Cheat is ſaid to be commanded by M»/es, and ſo it was, and 
not by God, as is repreſented falſely, Chap. iv. 21, 22. and 
this Thett or Cheat of theirs made them run away As faſt as 
they could by Night as Thieves, ver. 30. Pharaoh purſues the 
Hebrews for this Robbery, Chap. xiv. , Sc. Moes afraid 
that Z. hr ſhould know too much, ſent her and her two 
Sons to Fethro, Chap. xviii. 2. but Ferthro brought them to 
Mzy/es and made him keep them, ver. 6. And My/es was glad 
Jethro was come to him, ver. 7. and tells him how far his good 
Advice (as I ſuppoſe) had ſucceeded, wer. 8. Fe:hro rejoyced 
at theie good Tidings, and taught Mo/er and Aaron to ſacri- 
fice, and to burn Beaſts, Sc. for God, wer. 9-12. Having Wl 
coanſelled and taught him ſo far, Fezhro proceeds to inſtruct M 
him in the Art of Government, how he ſhould ſeparate him- ili 
ie[i from the reſt of the People, and appoint Rulers under him, 
and become a King or Prince. It is plain, I think, that erh 
made NM2/es a King, as well as a Prieſt, and when a Man is 
both a King and a Prieit, he may eaſily become a Prophet, 7. e. 
foretell what he will do hereafter, ver. 13--26- Mo/es having 
learned lrom Jethro his Leon, and ſettled a firm Correſpon- 


of 


and . | 


dence 


their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 39 


zem, they taught for Doftrines, the Command- 
ents of Men. And this was no more than 
hat Aaron was guilty of, he ordered the Wo- 
en to take the Golden Ear-rings out of the 
| Ears 


ence with him, let him depart into his own<Country, ver. 27. 
a proceeds to Buſineſs alone upon Mount Sinai, as Chap. xix. 
is obſervable, that Fethro commands My/es before he leſt 
Im, Chap. xvii. 20. ſaying, "Thou ſhalt teach them Laws 
aud Ordinances.” Mies certainly asked his Father, who hed 
theſſhager exerciſed the prieſtly Function and Myſtery than he, to 
ve him Inſtructions, which he freely did. He puts them in 
brce, Ch. xix. xx. Sc. appoints Aaron a Prieft, Ch. xxviil. r. 


on Account of his Trappings, ver. 2. to the End, and conſe- 

Be. rates him Prieſt, Chap. xxix. 1, Cc. Thus equipped and cons 

= uted we ſhall not ſay any th'ng more concerning Aaron un- 
e 


er this Note: But proceed to take Notice of the Aſſertion 
Pontained in the Oration, concerning the Burdens, Sc. Mr»/es 
poſed upon the Jewiſh People, under the Sanction of, Thus 
nd ſaith the Lord.” I need only beg the Reader to look into 
anc | heſe Four Books of Mz/er, vis. Exodus, Leviticar, Nembcrs, 
S ol: nd Deuteronomy, and as to the Truth of this Aſſertion, I pro- 
Ob. miſe him entire Satisfaction. Only I add, my ſingle Opinion is, 
tor that theſe Rites and Ceremonies were not inſtituted by the God 
and of Heaven, but ty Fethro and Mec/es, and that the Words, 
and cc Thus ſaith the Lord: As the Lord commanded Moſes : ” 
t 28 mould be read: Thus faith Jerbro; As Jethro commanded 
Moſes. Becauſe it was common in thoſe Days to call Prieſts 
aid Wand Princes, or ſacerdotal Chiets, ſach as Ferhro was, Lords: 
wo Thus Sarah called Abraham Lord. Beſides, theſe Rites, Sc. 
to could not be impoſed upon the Hebrews by Yebocab; becauſe 

the Prophet ſays, repreſenting God as ſpeaking agreeable to 
the Purity of his Nature. To what Purpoſe is the Multi- 


ced i tude of your Sacrifices unto me? faith the Lord: I am fall 
Cr1- g of [7. e. I loath] the Burnt-offerings of Rams and the Fat 
ing “of ted Beaſts, and I delight not in the Blood of Bul'sc!:s, or 
uct F< of Lambs, or of He-goats. Who hath required this at your 
Im-“ Hands? Oblations, Incenſe, New-moons, appointed Feaſ.s, 
im, “ Sabbaths, ſalemn Meetings and Aſſemblies is Abomination 
% to Me, Ifa. viii. 11---14. And St. Peter ſays, that Circum- 
15 WFcition and the Mzo/a/c Rites, were a Yoke which neither our 
e. Fathers nor we were able to bear, Achs xv. 10. I farther ob- 
— ſervxe, That Maier delivered his Laws by Pieces, as he and 
. 9 2 
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Of the Fall of the Angels, 
Ears of their Sons and their Daughte!s, and h 
would make them a God. And they did fo 
and Aaron made them a Calf, [I am glad it wa 
not a Lamb, for then the Chriſtian Divines of 


all 


Fethro thought fit and proper as to Time and Place. Thi 
appears from the whole Hiſtory. Nay, I think it would bg 
unreaſonable to expect from any Man, the Perfection of af 
Art at once, it muſt require Time and Policy. I am certain 
that it the | Reyrzn| Clergy thought proper to introduce new 
Doctrines, new Rites and Ceremonies, they would conſulf 
their Fathers, [rhe Pope, the Cardinals] the Archbiſhops ant 
Biſhops, (as Mie at every Turn did Fethro) in order to learr 
from their Age and greater Experience the Art and Myſtery o 
Innovation. | 

I entirely agree in the Character the Judicious Dr. Berri man 
gives of Mz/es, Vol. II. p. 132, where he ſays, that © he deri 
ty was faithful in all his Houſe, as a Servant, as a Miniſter, a 
one that acted under the Command and Direction of another 
and delivered his Laws as the Reſult of the divine Appointi 
ment.” Which Words (with the Doctor's Leave) I paraphraſe 
thus: Mo/es was really a Friend to the Jewiſh People and 
faithſul to the Intereft of them, for when he ſaw an Egyptian 
ſmiting one ol his Brethren he flew him, and hid him in the Sand. 
Being obliged thro' the Hatred the Egypriazs bore him for this 
Murder to iy to Jethro the Heathen Prieſt, he behaved fo 
faithful in the Truſt of Graſier under that Great Man, that 
Ferro gave him his Daughter Zzippzrab to Wife. Which Inti. 
macy with Ferbro grew ſo great, that as he had found him 
faithful in ſecular "Lhings was minded to try him in relation 
to religious. Here alſo Fethro his Father found him faithful as} 
a Miniſter or Ambaſſador from him to the Hebrews, and as one 
that regarded thoſe Laws and Ordinances, in impoſing them 
on his Brethren, which his Father Jethro commanded and 
inſtructed him in. Mz/es finding Succeſs, was ſoon endued with 
the political Art, and thought proper, when among his Bre- 
thren, to purſue the Advice of Jethro, he continually deliver- 
ed his and Fertbro's Laws as agreeable to and conſonant withy 
the Laws of Divine Appointment and Ordinance, 7. e. thoſe 
Laws which are the Religion of Nature.” If the Doctor ſhould 
think I have made too free with his Words: I defire to be in 
formed what is meant by Mets being faithful in all his Houſe; 
if this Exprefion does not relate to the Houſe: of Ferhro, in 

W 


— 
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all Ages might have ſaid, that it was Type of © 
Chriſt) and conſequently when he had made it, 

he praiſed it and ſpread the Fame of it through 

all the Tribes of JVael, for Aaron built an Al- 

tar before it, and proclaimed a ſolemn Feaſt! 6. ,., 
And after he had elevated it, he and the People xxzii, 2, 
danced round it. Thus Aaron was at that Time c. 

the Prieſt of the Calf in a literal Senſe, as he 

was the Maker of it, and would have continued 


ſo, had not Mojes came and ſpoilt the Trade, 
diſcovering the Cheat. (i) 


G | Theſe 


which he was a Servant? Alſo, what is meant by M/2-'s being 
ſtiled a Miniſter, if that does not ſignify an Ambaiſador from 
Prince Fethro to the Hebrews. Again, what the Doctor 
means by that He acted under the Command and Direction of 
another as a Miniſter, which he was faithful in, if it does not 
relate to ſome Commands and Directions he received from Je- 
thro. Laſtly, What is to be underſtood by delivering Laws as 
the Reſult of the Divine Appointment, if hereby is not meant 
that Mes had for every Law and Ordinance he inſtituted 
not received miraculouſly and immediately the Command of 
the Great God of Heaven, but delivered them to the ee 
only as (what he thought) agreeable to the Mind of God. 
() No ſooner was 4aron made a Prieſt by Maſes, Exod. xxiii. 
1, but he ſets up the Trade of Religion for himſelf, Ch: 
XXXit. 2, Sc. „ And Aaron ſaid unto them, Ke People] 
break off the golden Earings which are in the Ears of your 
« Wives, of your Sons, and of your Daughters, and bring 
ce them to me,” ver. 20. and they did ſo, and brought them 
to Aaron, der. 3. And he received them [all kindly] at their 
« Hand, and faſhioned it with a Graving-Tool, after he had 
made it a Molten Calf.” The Gold that remained, went 
to the Artiſt, ver. 4, 5. ] for Auron at his own Charge erected 
it, and built an Altar before it, and made Proclamrtion, and 
ſaid, << To Morrow is a Feaft to the Lord,” [he meant to 
the Calf.] The Day of Sacrifice to the Calf being come, they, 
7. e. Aaron and his People, roſe up early, and offered Burnt- 
Offerings, and brought Peace- Offerings before the Calf, and 
having eat, were wanton and full; they, 7. e. the Prieſts and 
People roſe up to play : Dancing was then in faſhion, there- 
fore, I ſay, Aaron, and the People leaped for joy, * 


42 Of the Fall of the Angels, - 
Theſe ſcarecrow Doctrines therefore are the 


Prieſterait of the Chriſtian [Roman] Clergy, 
and while every Man who ſhall think himſelf fit 


to aſſume the Pulpic has the Power of expound- 4 


ing Scripture, it is no Wonder to ſee ſo many | 
Ablurdities intruded into the Body of our Chri- 
ſtian Divinity. And take all their Writings and 

| Expoſitions 


— 


cskipped, and danced. round about their God-Calf, before 
W the Altar: Beſides, Moſes ſays, they danced, ver. 19. Mo- 
ſes is angry at this Action of Aarons, takes the Calf, burns it, 
grinds it to Powder, and putting it into Water, made the 
Children of Ifrael drink it, ver. 20. ſo they ſwallowed their 
God, v2r- 21. for this Moſes takes Aaron to task, ver. 21. who 
craſtily excuſes himſelf, by falfly accuſing the People, ver. 22. 
tells Moſes a great Lie, that he © took the People's Gold, and 


threw it into the Fire, and | ſpontaneouſly] there came out 2 
this Calf,“ ver. 24- whereas it is ſaid, wer. 4. that “ he 42- 


« roy made, with the Earings, a Molten-Calf, and faſhioned 


« jt with a Graving-Tool.” But Aarons was afraid, when he "2 


WM ſaw that Moſes was come again, that he ſhould looſe his Bi- 
W ſhoprick, ver. 23, 24, 25- However, Moſes and Aaron, with 


the Levites, contrive a great Murder, yea, a Maſſacre, ver. 


20, 27, 28. © who is on the Lord's Side, [7. e. on Moſes's 
Side, der. 26, compared with ver. 22.] let him come unto 
me |[Moſes.] And all the Sons of Levi [that is, the Prieſts 
were now for Moſes, as before they had been for the Calf, 
Der. 26. compared to ter. 6.] gathered themſelves together 


I unte him! Having thus aembled them, der. 26. he provides 


„ every Man a Sword, with this bloody Commiffion, as though 


from God, he ſays, „Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, put 


every Man a Sword ty his Side, and go in and out, from 
gate to gate, throughout the Camp, and ſlay every Man 
KL Fs Brother, and every Man his Neighbour.” The Prieſts, 
proud of the Commiſſion, went and did according to the Words 


[not of God] of Moſes, and the Reft of the People being un- 


armed, or not prepared for this Maſſacre, theſe ſacerdotal 


Gladiators flew about three thouſand, ver. 28. The Laity pre- 


1 paring to oppoſe the Prieſts, they leave off the Slaughter, 


and retire to Moſes for freſh Orders, der. 29. and when the 


| 9 People were gathered to Moſes, to complain of the Wicked- 


” neſs of the } evites, he tells them, that they had ſinned a great 


Sin, and, that the Slaughter of the 3000 had ſaved their Lives, 
1 EE made 
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Expoſitions. on the Bible ſince Chriſtianity,” and 
it would, I fear, be found that they have gloſs'd 
away the Chriſtian Truths, and inſtead thereof 
teach for. Doctrines the Traditions of Men (+). 

But to return, > 3% ; 

I fay, the Fire that will puniſh thoſe who 
ſhall be left in this Globe at the Day of Retri- 
bution will be immaterial, a Fire that all the 
Art of Men and Devils cannot quench. It will 
be a Senſibility of the Loſs that every ſuch one 
will ſuſtain ; a perfect Idea cf the Perdition he is 

G 2 come 


made an Attonement for the Sin, and that he had ordered the 
Prieſts to do Penance ;” and after this Prieſts were torbid to 
bear Swords. However, Moſes was troubled how, and in 
what manner he ſhould appeaſe the People, and therefore flies 
to his Counſellor, Jethro, and from him tells the People, that 
now the Lord would, by his Hand, lead them into the Land 
of Promiſe, and, that they were brave Men, and ſhould kill 
and deftroy all they came near, Ch. xxxiii. 1, 2, 3. Thus 
ended the Prieſtcraft of Auron. 

(&) The Cenſure contained in this Paragraph at firſt Sight 
ſeems harſh : But let us conſider how far it is fact. It is le- 
velled at Preachers of Chriſtianity fince the Promulgatien 
of the Goſpel. 1. Hereſy began to obſcure Truth in the A- 
poſtles Days; which ſprang from Prieſts of that Time, [ſee 
Dr. Hammond, on 1 Tim. vi. 20, &c.] from Aco/2s the Deacon, 
the Gnoſticks and Nicolaitans. All the Hereſies in the Chri- 
ſtian Church have had their Riſe this Way; the Denial of the 
Godhead of the Eternal Logos from Prieſt Arias; all the ſalſe 
Doctrines of the Church of Rome have been the Invention of 
Prieſts, they taught the People to worſhip Saints and Angelhs 
to £0 Pilgrimages, to pray to the Virgin Mary, and believe 
Abſurdities, and in ſhort it may, in a real ſenſe, be ſaid of that 
Prieſthood, that they teach for Doctrines, the Commandments 
of Men, and that they have glofſed away the Chriſtian "Truths. 
So far the Charge ſtands good. 2. Come we to the Reforma- 
tion, to ſee what affects our firſt Reſormers; for it muſt be al- 
lowed, that they were Prieſts, and ſome of them Skilful in 
the religious Art. Let their Articles of Religion ſpeak for 


J themſelves : In the firſt Article they ſay God is without Body, 


Parts, or Pafſions: In the ſecond they ſware, that God the 
Son has Body and Parts now in Heaven. In the third, that he, 
| | wen 
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come into, Burt his Caſe then will difier from his 


State before the Formation of the World no 


otherwiſe than that he will have no Hopes of 
attaining Heaven, Though I am not of the 


Opinion (1), that there never will be a ſecond © 


Means afforded them of returning to Hea- 
Ven. 

The Expreſſions made uſe of in Scripture to 
expreſo the Grievouſneſs of the Puniſhments the 
Damned will hereaiter ſuſtain, are deſigned on- 
ly as ſo many Allegories ſuited to our finite Ca- 

pacities, 


went down into Hell, 7, e. into the Centre of the Earth, or a 
diſtinct Creation from the Earth, I ſuppoſe is meant. Article 
Six they do not inſert here, that the Books of the Old 
Teſtament were written by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
but they dub all the Stories contained in them for Truth. In 
Article ſeven, they are not eros; but becauſe the Old Teſ- 


tament would be neceſſary to back Chriſtianity, they ſay, 


therefore, it is to be held in reſpect. In the ninth they eſta- 
bliſh three Creeds at once: In two of them this abſurd Doc- 
trine, the Reſurrection of the Body, or Fleſh. It is too te- 
dious to go through them all. I have given this as a Spect- 
men how far our Reformers have gloſſed away the Chriſtian 
Truths. If any other Evidences of it ſhall be required, I ſhall 
be ready to give them, when I haye more Room and Leiſure. 
But I have one Thing to offer yet; which is, that I would not 
be underſtood to cenfure the now Clergy of the Church of Ezg- 
land, becauſe it is well known, that they ſware and ſubfcrite 
theſe Articles and Doctrines, and are obliged by Law and In- 
tereſt to preach them, Right or Wrong ; and therefore this Ne- 
ce Ry, ſhall excuſe them from the general Cenſure; and here I 
declare, that I do not only except the Hackney-Preachers, half- 
ſtarved Curates, Lecturers and Readers, but the dignified 
Clergy, dg. Rectors, Vicars, Deans, Prebends, Cannons and 
Archceicons, yea, even the Right Reverend the Bifhops, and 


the moſt Reverend the Archbiſhops, in this General Releaſe of 


Neceffity. 


(/) As to the Eternity of Hell-Torments, I ſhall by way of 


Anſwer to all thoſe who aſſert this Doctrine, make a tew Re- 
marks upon what the celebrated Dr. Lapton in his firſt Sermon 
bas ſaid from Marth. xxv. 46. “And theſe ſhall go away into 
e Everlaſting Puniſhmeat,” to ſapport ſa ynmerciful, 9 " 
4 ur 


thei Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 


cities, of their future unhappy State. Depart 
om me, ye curſed, into Everlaſting Fire; imports 
ly this: Go ye from my Preſence, ye Rebel- 
ous and obſtinate, who, notwithſtanding the 
Dvertures of Salvation which I have offered unto 
ou, remain hardened in your Sin, how ofc 
ould I have had you returned unto Me, and 
e would not: But now your Day is paſt, your 
[ime of Return is over, ye ſhall be ſhut out of 
Jeaven for an Age. The very Senſibility of 
ch their Condemnation, and the natural Con- 


ſequences 


urd and ſo ridiculous a Doctrine. The Doctor omits the lat- 
er Part of the Verſe: „But the Righteous into Life eter- 
« nal.” But I will joyn them together: Ka? dπι⏑ẽt e- αιν˖α Tor 
2: Ab AG G ,οe. bt 5 Pixatot ds Conv aidvicr. The Doctor 

ell knew, that Eternity of Life was equally the Privilege of 
the KaTnpapiver, 7. e. the Curſed, or rather the Condemned, 
as it is of the al,, the Juft or the Righteous. The Order 
of the Words are theſe, and they will bare this Verſion :; + 
« And theſe ſhall depart for the Puniſhment of an Age: But 
« the Righteous to everlaſting Life.” "The Word ai-vor is an 
Adjective derived of the Subſtantive Alo, and ſignifies 74 &i- 
r, therefore, Gg xbA G diovmr, is in its literal Senſe no 
more than this, for the Puniſhment of an Age. But againft 
this Tranſlation, it will be ſaid, that then the Righteous will 
be in Happineſs no longer a Time than the Wicked will be in 
Puniſhment. I anſwer, That Obedience ought to be reward- 
ed with a greater Recompence than is adequate to the Puniſh- 
ment of Diſobedience. And this is plain from the Text, a 
greater Reward is offered to the Righteous, yea, far greater 
than the Penalty inflicted on the Wicked: The one is ſtiled 
Life, the other Puniſhment only. Obedience to Human Laws 
is rewarded with continual Peace and Tranquility. But if a 
Man offends againſt thoſe Laws his Puniſhment is not conti- 
nual, but limited: So the Puniſhment of the Curſed is limi- 
ted, but the Reward of the Juſt is continual Life. And this 
is nothing but what is reaſonable and juft ; for it is more eaſy 
to be of the Number of the Ka7ye2yutve!, than to be of the 
Number of the Oise; becauſe we are prone to Sin and Int. 
quity, and backward in Acts of Goodneſs, therefore there 
F ought not to be an Equality of Rewards and Puniſhments. 
But farther, all the Ppniſhments attending Diſobedience, are 

_ deſigned 
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ſequences that will attend the Company of ſucl 
Reprobates, will in a real Senſe be an everlaſt 


ing immaterial Fire. And the ſame may juſtl0! 

be ſaid of all the other ſuch like Expreſſions re 

corded in the New Teftament. | 
I would have no Man therefore through Dreads 


and Fear of future material Puniſhment lay hold 
of the Terms of Salvation, but let him freely 
and voluntarily upon the Principle and hearty 
Deſire of obtaining to that State of Perfection 
and Felicity from whence he fell, purſue then 


Paths 


deſigned only by the Almighty Decree, as Chaſtiſements fo 
Sin ; to bring the Diſabedient to the Knowledge of the Means 
of Salvation, and to puniſh them for their Iniquity : Which 
Ends cannot te anſwered by infinite Eternal Puniſhments. 
The Doctor undertakes to prove, from this Text, that the 
State of the Wicked is final, p. G. I agree with him, that it is 
Knal, but by the Word Final, I underftand that their Puniſh- 
ment will be ending, or have an End; for the Word Final does 
not ſignify Eternal, Everlaſting, from Time to infinite Time, 
but of or appertaining to the End. He ſays, p. g. that it is 
« impoffible for thoſe who ſhall be condemned to a State of 
„ Puniſhment for their Sins, ſhould ever be numbred among 
« the Righteous, and partake with them in the Joys of Hea- Nee 
« yen.” A bold Aﬀertion this. The Doctor's Argument pro- 
ceeds upon this Opinion, e. that the ſame numerical Body 
Il be raiſed in the Reſurrection at the laſt Day, and that this 
very Body and its Soul, of Date no longer than its Birth, (a few 
Years paſt) will for Sin be doomed to eternal infinite Puniſh- 
ments, in Hell, „ in the material Fire that never ſhall be 
s quenched, where they ſhall drink the Wine of the Wrath off 
« God, which is poured out without Mixture into the Cup 
c of his Indignation, and ſhall be tormented with Fire and 
«« Brimſtone in the Preſence of the Lamb, and the Smoke of I 
« their Torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever.” Hence, 
H. 7. he concludes the Eternity of Hell-Torments, and, p. 10. 
being driven to his laſt ſacerdotal Shift, ſays, that “ though a 
* Man cannot clearly comprehend how theſe ſtrange Things 
« ſhould be, yet he ought ſtedfaſtly to believe it upon this 
Principle, that though it may be impoſſible with Man, it is IP 
«« pofſfible with God.” And backs it with this | Talmudical] J 
Story: c We have not more Reaſon to believe that the three | 
„ Children 


© 


their Rebellion, Expuljion, &c. 


uc aths of Redemption, eſchew all evil Appre- 
aſtenſions of God, and imbibe thoſe that are 
ſti orthy of Him. 


I haſten to make a few Remarks upon what 
as already been ſaid under this General Head. 


Cad 
old 1. St. Paul ſpeaks of himſelf as one of theſe 
eh Rebellious Angels, We are dead, ſays he, in Eph. ii. 2, 


rty ſreſpaſſes and Sins, according to the Prince of the Oc. 


ion ower of the Air, the Children of Diſobedience, 
theſſ@mong whom we all had our Converſation in times 
ths paſt 5 


for Children ſurvived the Flames of the fiery Furnace, withou«+ 
ans being in the leaſt injured or affected by them, than that the 
ich Wicked ſhall endure the moft exquiſite Torments of Un- 
quenchable Fire in the World to come.” Well ſaid Doctor. 
the According to this Divinity, let no Man be afraid of future 
t is Dnaterial Puniſhments, though Soul and Body be in Hell pu- 
iſh. (iſhed with the Tortures of Fire and Brimſtone, yet his Body, 
oes ur Author ſays, will be fo naturalized to it, that it will re- 
ne, main for ever, and not be hurt by it; for he argues, that the 
t is three Children ſurvived Mac hadneggars fiery Furnace, cer- 
inly while they were in the Flames it was all one to them as 
though they were not there. So when a Man is in Hell it will 
2 the fame Thing as though he was not in Hell, becauſe his 
Body will be rendered capable of and natural to ſuch a fiery 
ſulphureous Temperature. 
As to the Reſurrection of the ſame Numerical Body in the 
Day of Judgment, I have in my Oration denied the Reſurrec- 
ion of any Body. What I have to ſay in Support of ſo reaſo- 
nable a Doctrine would take up too much Room at this Time: 
But T have made ſeveral Remarks upon the Sermons lately pub- 
piſhed by Dr. Feten, concerning the Reſurrection of the ſame 
identical numerical Body in the Judgment at the laſt Day, which 
may hereafter be printed. In the mean time, I only fay, that 
ce, I think it is a barbarous Act, a Man's Body ſhould te torment- 
Jed by Devils, in Fire and Brimſtone for ever and ever in God's 


1 a (Comprehenſion, for the Sins and Tranſgreffions of about Twen- 
ngs ſity or Thirty Years. 
his} Iwill now paraphraſe the Places cited by Dr. Zzpron to ſup- 


t is port his Argument, according to the Doctrine of his Sermon, 
al] $e2d after that according to the Hypotheſis contained in my 
res [Oration. | 1 5 

ren 1. Accor ding 


of the Heavenly. 


who rebelled againft God and was ejected Hes 
ven, for our Puniſhment, Probation and Tria 
do bear an Image of Earth, but through Obe 


1. According to the Doctor's Hypotheſis. 


Matth. xxv. 41. 
4 Depart from me ye 
c curſed, into Everlaſting 
« Fire prepared for the 
c Devil and his Angels. 


Fer. 46. 
„ Theſe ſhall go away 
into Everlaſting Puniſh- 
« ment, but the Righte- 
ec ous into Life Eternal.” 


F the Fall of the Angels, 

paſt, and were by Nature Children of Wyath. B 
God <cbo is rich in Mercy hath quickned us togeth 
and will raiſe us up together, that we may ſit tog 
ther in heavenly Places. 
ble of the Pre- exiſtence of his Soul, in his Ep 
ſtle to the Corinthians, ſays, As we have born t| 
Image of the Earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the Ima; 


Commands and obeyed my Voice 


The Apoſtle chus ſenk 


As though he had ſaid : W 


dien 


| Paraphraſe. 

Go ye from my Preſence, wh 
have neglected to hear the Goſpe 
23 who have turned yon 
acks on my Embaſſadors, whi 
have received the Marks of m 
Favour, whilſt I have doomet 
the rebellious Angels to eterr: 
infinite Puniſhment in eyerlaſtin 
Perdition, ye Curſed, go So 
and Body, although your Neglet 
of my Laws, and your -Diſotedi 
ence to my Commands are but « 
to Day, and you have lived 
Sin but as it were a Moment, in 
to everlaſting infinite materi 
Fire, in which now the Devil an 
his Angels wallow. 


I ſay, That ye ſhall go imme 
diately Soul and Body for theſ 
your Sins, into Fire and Brim 
itone to eternal infinite Ages 
but thoſe who have received m 


ſhall go into the heavenly etern: 
infinite Life. 


Mar 


mes & af wed nd c 


' their Rebellion, Expuljion, &c. 
dience to the Will of God, we now have Hopes 
of bearing the Image, i. e. of attaining to that 


State of Perfection from whence we are fallen. 
And then he triumphs, O Death where is thy 


Sting ? O Grave where is thy Viflory* We are 
now come to thoſe heavenly Manſions, thoſe 
Principalities we left, O Death, where is thy 


Power, where is thy Torture, where is the Fear, 
where is the Anguiſh we ſo often felt during our 
Apoſtacy, and thou, O Grave; where is the In- 
fluence thou hadſt over us. David counted him- 

H ſelf 
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Mark ix. 43. 
“The Fire that never 
c ſhall be quenched, where 
« the Worm dieth not 
« and the Fire ſhall not 
ce be quenched.” 


Red. xiv. IO, II. 

„The ſame ſhall drink 
« of the Wine of the 
« Wrath of God, which 
is poured out without 
« Mixture, into the Cu 

«« of his Indignation ; 3 
c he ſhall be tormented 
« with Fire and Brim- 
cc ſtone, in the Preſence 


of the holy Angels, and 


« in the Preſence of the 
&« Lamb. 

« And the Smoke of 
« their Torment aſcend- 
c eth up for ever and e- 
% ver, and they 
« Reſt Day nor Night, 

"EY « who 


have no 


Para 25 | 
Moreover; aflure you, that 
this Fire and Brimſtone which I 
have rendered eternal and im- 
mortal on Purpoſe to puniſh your 
Bodies, which I will alſo make 
immortal and incorruptible, I my- 
ſelf will never extinguiſh. And 
in this Fire the Worm or Life of 
the Fire dieth not, cannot be an- 
nihilated by its continual Burning. 
Nay, as I live, and am what I am 


this Fire ſhall not be quenched. 


Theſe very Perſons ſhall drink 
of a Liquid, which I will prepare 
out of the Wrath of my Deity, 
and Iwill pour it out without any 
Mixture, into the Veſſel or Cup 
of my Fury ; and they ſhall be 
tortured, ſuffocated, choaked, 
ſtrangled, Sc. with Flames of 
Fire, and Shoals of Brimſtone, in 
the Preſence of the holy Angels, 
and before the Face of the Lamb 
as he ſets upon the Throne, who 
will behold their Torture, and be 


2 Witneſs of their Affliction. 


The Smoke of the Fire and 
Brimftone ſhall for ever and ever 
aſcend up to Heaven, and fill the 

Regions 
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ſelf a Pilgrim in the Fleſh, I am a Stranger, ſays 
he, and à Sojourner with thee, as all my Fathers 
were, and ſo did the-Antidiluvians, and the Pa- 
triarchs after the Flood, They were in a more 
eſpecial Manner ſenſible of this their Apoſtacy. 
David ſays, O that I might paſs free from the great 
Offence,” Cleanſe thou me from my ſecret Fault. All 
which Expreſſions relate to that Period of Time 


wherein they offended God in Company with 


Lucifer, betore the Creation of the World. 


2. The 


e who worſhip the Beaſt and they burning in the Fire and 
ce and his Image, and Brjmſtone ſhall have no reſt, tho 
cc W 


„ 


“ Mark of his Name.“ 


ner. 


2 · According to the Hypotheſis contained in the 
es ORATION. | 


Matth. xxv. 41. Paraphraſe. 

« Depart from me ye Go ye from my Preſence, * 
0 into Everlaſting Rebellious and Obſtinate, ye, who 

« Fire prepared for the rebelled againſt me, under TLuci- 


be vil and his Angels. Ver, and notwithſtanding the Over- 
. Ang tures of Salvation which I offered 


. unto ye, remain hardened in your 
Sin; how often would I haye had 
ou.returned to the Stations and 
rincipalities you left, and you 


would not: But now your Day is 
paſt your time of Return is over, 
0 15 


be ſhut out of Heaven for 


ö — Age, there ſhall ye be ſubject 
to Lucifer, as ye were of Old, 


when the World was a Chaos, 


 befare I afforded ye a Means of 


3 2 Reſtoration, in the Place I pre- 
DE wy pared for ye Apoſtates. 


ver. 


oſoever receiveth the Day and Night will be then in 
| Hell, becauſe they worſhip the 
Devil, and fight under his Ban- 


wn — 1% wy + —U—U“ůʃw «a, _ & 


— 


their Rebellien, Expuljon, &. 

2. The Scripture ſays; that the fallen Angels 
are faſt bound in Chains unto the Judgment of the 
Great Day. We may enquire, | whether theſe 
Chains are viſible or inviſible ? Doth the Scrip- 
ture any where ſay they are invilible? Ic doth 
not determine. We conclude therefore that they 
are viſible as Chains are ſuppoſed to be, Con- 


ſequentiy our 1 Bodies are Chains, and 


by them we are faſt bound. 
3. As to the Notion of ſome who ſay, that 
the preſent Place of the * of theſe Angels 
2 18 


51 


Ver. 46. 

„ "Theſe ſhall'go away 
« into Everlaſting Puniſh- 
« ment, but the Righte- 
« ous into Life Eternal.” 


3 Mark xix. 45 · 
The Fire that never 
& ſhall be quenched, where 


„ the Worm dieth not, 


and the Fire ſhall not 
© be quenched.” 


Parap hraſe. 5 1 .24 
This is my unalterable Decree, 
That as ye Apoftates Angels hav 
born an earthly Body, and inftead 
of making the Uſe of it I intended, 
ſtill perſiſt in your Wickednels ; 


now there remains ng Hopes 


future Attainments in Bodies, they 
being all deftroyed, or reduced to 
their Mother Earth, according to 
ancient Decree ; ye ſhall be ſhut 


cout of Heaven for an Age, for 


this your continued Apoſtacy, and 
ſhall ſuffer eternal immaterial Pu- 
niſhment, in the inferior Region: 
But ye happy Beings, who have 
liſtened to the Overtures of Salva- 


tion, and owned my Godhead and 


Supremacy over Je, enter into the 
eternal Joys of the heavenly Man- 
ſions. | 


This immaterial Fire, this Sen- 
ſibility of the unhappy State you 
then will ſuſtain, cannot, by all 
the Arts of Palliation, be extin- 
guiſhed; it is as impoffible to be 
done, as it is for, ye to deſtroy 
your very Eſſence. 


Rev. 
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Of the Fall of the Angeli, 


is in the Air, of others, the Water and under 
the Earth, Their Notion doth not deſtroy my 
Hypotheſis, but, thus far ſtrengthens it, ſince 
they aſſert they are within this World, they ſo 

{ſo far agree with me. 
4. This Hypotheſis ſhews, that we are Ene- 
mies to God, agreeable to theſe Words : He hath 
. aſcenaed up on high, he hath led Caftivity captive, 
and given Gifts to Men, yea, even to his Enemies, 
that the Lord God might devell among them, ls it 
not hence plain, that we are Enemies to God, 
and 


Rev. xiv. IO, fr. Paraphra/ſe. | 

cc The ſame ſhall drink Moreover, This Senſibility of 
« of the Wine of the your Perdition will increaſe, and 
« Wrath of God, which is the Burthen of your Infelicity will 
<< poured out without Mix- be grievous to ye. The Idea of 
ce ture, into the Cup of which, ſhall ſtill, in regard that 
ec his Indignation ; and he ye were ancient Inhabitants of 
cc ſhall be tormented with eaven, be before me, and your 
« Fire and Brimſtone, in Companions my Angels. 
c the Preſence of the ho: Yea, This Idea ſhall be always 
« Iy Angels, and in the before me, becauſe you cannot be 
c Preſence of the Lamb. free from this Senſibility, yet will 

« And the Smoke of ye pay your Adorations to Laci- 
cc their Torment aſcendeth yer, and fight under his Banner. 
ce up for ever and ever. | 
And they have no Reſt, 
« Day nor Night, who 


* 


«< who worſhip the Beaft 


« and .his Image; and 


« whoſoever receiveth the 


« Mark of his Name.” 


. 


— 


Dr. Wb ſays, p. 19, 20. that our Sins render us liable to 
Eternal Puniſhments : He means to Puniſhments that ſhall laſt 
without any Ceſſation or End. I wiſh the Doctor had ſet 


+ down thoſe Sins, which in their Nature are liable to this Pe- 
nalty. But why are our Sins or Irregularities liable hereto ? 
"| Becauſe, ſays our Author, «© the Majeſty of God againſt whom 
( they are committed, is infinite: So that the Infinity of the 
& : Majeſty of God is here made a Reaſon for an Infinity of Pu- 


niſhment 


uy, Wn © mw a3 mw af ky © © Mey Wit by 


their Rebellion, Expulſſon, &c. 54 


and as for my Part, I cannot ſee in what Senſe 
any one could be ſtiled an Enemy to God, if 
e was not in the Rebellion before the Creation 
of the World, for if he had not had Being as a 
Spirit, before the Time of his Birth, which is 
ot many Years ſince, I cannot fee why he ſhould 
be termed an Enemy to God. Which in this 
Place ſignifies a Fighter againſt, and not a 
erſon who diſobeys Him. 
5. It farther accounts for the Reaſon of the 
oy of the Angels in Heaven at the Return or 
| Converlion 


niſhment of Sins. It is certain, that Sinners when they com- 


of mit their Enormities do not intend ſuch their Acts as an Op- 
nd Wpoſition to the Majeſty or Greatneſs of God; nay, they do not 
ill ereby rob Him of his Majeſty, nor can they eclipſe his ny 
of t is out of their Power. Let us ſuppoſe, that a Man ſhould 
nat Wkill himſelf. This is a great Crime, and of which there can 
of be no Repentance. What Offence is done thereby againſt the 


Majeſty and Dignity of God? Is his Honour blaſphemed ? Is 
his Glory obſcured ? Is there any Hurt that can accrue to God 
ys by ſuch an Act? Who is the Damage done to? Not to God, 
be but to the Man, who herein has only acted contrary to the 
ill Law of Nature, which has taught every Man, Thou ſhalt not 
ci- kill. It has often happened that Men of tolerable good Lives 
| have killed themſelves through certain Diſtempers wh ch ſeize 
the Brain, obſtruct the Powers of the Soul, and render the 
Man mad. Shall it be ſaid, that the Puniſhment of this Crime 
ſhall be iafinite in Duration, p. 27. It would not only be un- 
reaſonable, but alſo unjuſt, 2 the Injury done is to the 
Man's ſelf alone, not either to his Neighbour or his Creator. 
Again, Let it be ſappoſed, that a Man has lived a ſottiſn 
drinking Life, and it cannot be ſaid of him, that he hath inju- 
red any Man, or committed any other Evil beſides, {tall ſuch 
an one be puniſhed infinitely : To ſuppoſe it, is abſurd and ri- 
to diculous. But this Author ſays, that „“ all Men dying impe- 
aſt “ nitent Sinners will be unchangeably and eternally ſupje-t to 
ſet J“ the Dominion of Sin; and by neceſſary Conſequence eto 
Pe- “ nally the Enemies of God and Goodneſs ;----that God Al- 
o? © mighty muſt be wanting to his Juſtice, if their Puniſhment 
om F< ſhould ever have an End.” The Doctor when he wrote this 
the I had juſt read the Story of Moſes and Pharaah; where M/s 
Pu- ſays, that God hardened the Heart of the King. And from 
ent that 


Of the Fall of the Angels, 
Converſion of a Sinner, ſpoken of by our Savi 
our, becauſe as we are the fallen Angels, and fo 

the Brethren and ancient Companions of thoſe 
happy Beings, who kept their Principality, it is 
natural for them to rejoyce when one of their 
Number 1s returning. 


6. This Hypotheſis accounts rationally for thefff 
Origin of Sin; it ſhows us from whence it 
ſprang, and it accounts for the Pride of the 
apoſtate Angels, and ſhews us in what Manner 
their Sin was puniſhed. It obviates at once the 


Objection, 


that Story, with the Help of ſome falſe Gloſſes on ſome other 
Expreſſions in Scripture, he improves the Doctrine, and fays, 
that God will harden the Hearts of Sinners againſt him after 
Death, and fo predeſtinate them to be eternally his Enemies, 
and to be unchangeably and eternally ſabjet to the Dominion 
of Sin. But this is wide of Truth. Now the Hypotheſis 1 
have advanced lays before the Reader Doctrines of quite another 
Nature: As, 1. That our Souls are thoſe very Beings who re- 
belled againſt God the Word in Heaven under Zxcifer, and 
that we were caſt down into this World, when it was Chaos, 
and that we were in that State a long Time. 2. That we 
were in this State capable of reflecting on our Crime and then 
| moſt unhappy Condition, and wiſhed for Redemption and Re- 
= Hfioration to Heaven; that God liſtned to the Defire of us, ac- 
| cording to that of the Pſalmiſt, „ O let the ſorrowful Sighing 
cc of the Priſoners come before Thee: formed the World out tt: 
of Chaos, created Man, and thereby eſtabliſhed a Way for our 
Reconciliation. 3. That we the fallen Angels have had the 
Privilege to actuate Bodies e@ver ſince the Formation of the 
World. 4. That when this Period of our Incorporality N 8 
thoſe who remain impenitent, will be confined to this Globe 
for en Age, when it ſhall be again a Chaos. 5. That after 
the Expiration of an Age, ſome other Oyerture of Salvation 
and Reconciliation will be offered to them, and they not con- 
fined here to endleſs Ages in God's Comprehenſion. This Way 
of Action is very agreeable to and conſiſtent with the Goodneſs, 
Mercy and Juſtice of God. The Angels ſinned, it is juſt they 
ſhould be puniſhed for a Time, on the one hand ; and it is e- 
qually juſt and merciful that they ſhould be afforded .a Means 
ol returning to the State they loſt, on the other. But if an 
"& Eternity "ag Punuhment ſhould then have been inflicted by God 
Wh. 3 on 
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their Rebellion, Expulfion, &c. 


Objection, that God puniſheth all for the Tranſ- 
rreflion of one, by demonſtrating that all ſin- 
lþ<d, and therefore all are ſubject ro Puniſhment. 

e all ſuffer becauſe we all broke the Com- 
nandment of God. We are all curſed becauſe 
very one of us hath eaten of the forbidden Fruit. 
Death is entailed on all of us, becauſe we all 
vere guilty of the ſame Crime, Indeed, we 
ould think it very unreaſonable, it a Judge 
ould ſentence the Son for the Theft of the Fa- 


85 


= her, or puniſh the Daughter for the — 
the 


n theſe apoſtate Angels, where would be that boaſted Mercy 
Ind Juſtice of His? juſtice and Mercy could have been no At- 
ributes of the Divine Being. Nay, it the apoſtate Angels are 
ow doomed to eternal infinite Puniſhments, and have been de- 
ied the Means of Salvation from the Time of their Expulſion 
o this Day, and will remain in that State to infinite Ages in 
z0d's Comprehenſion, and God has created Man on Purpoſe' 
o fill their Stations in Heaven. If this Doctrine, I ſay, can 
e proved valid, then one might think that God is not the Be- 
g our Reaſons and the Scripture repreſent him. But as theſe 
deas of Him, have been the Invention of Preachers, and ſup- 
orted by their Craft, and are not of God, nor of the Sacred 

ritings, how great is their Unhappineſs, who for thus blaſ- 
heming their Creator, will undoubtedly receive the Sentence, 

Depart from me, ye Curſed, into Eyerlafting Fire, prepared 


{oo for the Devil and Angels.” | 

ing This Preacher farther to ſhew, the Juſtice of infinite Pu- 
out iſhment, ſays, 8 28. that “ no Man dies in a State of Im- 
th penitence, till he hath ſo far provoked Almighty God by 


his Sins, that the Means of Grace are juſtly and finally with- 

drawn from him.” Our Author here plainly ſuppoſes, that 

paſt, Pod predeſtinates Men to eternal Puniſhments, that is, When 
after © is W of their Wickedneſs. But he forgets that all the 
rer ins and Blaſphemies both of Prieſts and others cannot, in a 
TION Feral Senſe be ſaid to provoke the Divine Being.' < I the 
NT Jord change not”, is a great Truth, and cannot be inyalidated- 
I Beſides, ſeveral there are, of whom it may be ſaid, that they 
ie, tho' Sinners, yet not impenitent, that is, in caſe of ſudden 
heath, which death flows from natural Cauſes, and is not in- 
ted by God, ſuch are Apoplexies, Sc. ſlain in the Field of 
attle, or drowned in the Sea, or by any other Accident. And 
; conſidering, | 
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Of the Fall of the Angel, 
of the Mother. This Doctrine anſwers all th 
Difficulties which Men of all Ages have raiſed 
concerning the Creation of the Werld, the Ori- 
gin of Evil, and the Formation of Man. Again, 
it declares, that unleſs we withſtand the Temp. 
tations'of the Devil, ſhake off his Power, and 
diſown his Supremacy, on the, one hand; and 
learn Piety, Virtue and Holineſs, own and ac- 
knowledge the Godhead of God the Word, on 
the other, we ſhall not gain Heaven. It like- 
wiſe, gives a ſatisſactory Reaſon for the Diver- 

| ſity 


conſidering the Shortneſs of human Life, it would be ridiculous, 
ſuppoſing a Man not to have confeſſed his Sins to a Prieſt, and 
received formal Abſolution from his ſacred Hands, that for his 
Impenitence in this Point, to be tormented by the Devil, 
ſcorched and broiled in Hell-Flames to all Eternity, in God's 
Comprehenſion, or even in Man's. It is certain, that Sin, 7. e. 
the Breach of the Laws of Humanity and Morality, defiles a 
Man, and retards his Soul or Angel, after its Diſ-union with 
the Body from its celeſtial Flight. But yet an Offence com- 
mitted againſt theſe Laws may be retrieved, the Man may 
dele the Crime or Vice, by the Attainment of its oppoſite vir- 
tuous Habit. For the Puniſhment of Sin, ſays the Learned, is 
anſwerable to the Duration of the Fault or Offence, not only 
as it reſpects the Act, but ſo far alſo as it leaves on the Man's 
Soul its Blemiſh ; but when the Man by forſaking his Sin, and 
acting contrary thereto, has waſhed away the Pollution, the Pu- 
niſhment ceaſes. Beſides, as I take this Place to be Hell, there 
is no Crime but what has its Puniſhment annexed to it, which 
as it relates to the Body, is temporary, but as it reſpects the 
Soul, not only temporary, but of Futurity too. Thus we will 
ſuppoſe, that a Man, by drinking, has brought on himſelf a 
Dropſy. The Puniſhment attends.the Sin, it is plain, and per- 
haps cauſes his Diſſolution ; his Body receives its Puniſhment, 
and there is no reaſon that it ſhould be raiſed again to be tor- 
mented in-eternal Fire. His Soul, which nothing material can 
hurt, is, during the Term of Probation, which Time will 
laſt till this Globe becomes a Chaos, at full Liberty, either to 
take Fleſh again, or let it alone. When he has taken Fleſh, 
he, it may be, either mends that Fault, or contracts more; 
but yet it is in the Power of him to act Good or Bad. - 
e 
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F beir Rebellion, Expuljion, Fe. 1 
iſe ſity of the Tempers and Diſpoſitions of Cain and 
Ori Abel. But from whence, it may be ſaid, came 
ain, this Diverſity ? They both deſcended from very 
np good Parents, though one was good, and the 
andi other bad. Let me ask, How came it to pals, 
andi if Cain's Soul or Angel, which (according to 
ac: Vulgar Notion), was created but a few Years, : 
onfl ſhould be ſo degenerate as to flay his Brother, 
ke · ¶ for no other Reaſon, but becauſe Abel's Sacri- 
rer- fice was accepted and not his. But here it has 
ſicyſſſ been ſaid, That this Degeneracy of Cain's pro- 
ceeded from Adam through his Diſobedience. 

To this it ſhall be replied, by way of Queſtion, 
I: I | If 


He ſays, p. 38. © That God Almighty hath, under the 
Goſpel, politively determined a State of endleſs Miſery for 
the Difobedient.” Dele Endleſs, and it is true, that he hath . 
determined a State of Miſery for the Diſobedient. Which 
State of immaterial Miſery will begin when the Earth ſhall be 
again without form, and void, and laft an Age, or Time al- 
ready decreed. << And he laid hold on the Dragon, and bound 
« him for a thouſand Years.” During which time thoſe apa- 
ftate Angels, who ſhall not have been fo wiſe as to make 
a good Uſe of this their Day of Probation, from the Forma- 
tion of the. World to its Deformation, and have not attained 
thoſe Perſections which are pre- requiſite to their Admittance 
into the Manſions of Bliſs, will remain in this Globe, unim- 
bodied, for the Space of one thouſand Vears. But the Reſt 
« of the Dead lived not again untill the Fhouſand Years were 
« finiſhed.” Perhaps this Globe, then a Chaos, will be beau- 
tifully formed a ſecond Time, and a new, or ſecond Means 
afforded them, as is plain from the Words; „The Reſt of 
e the Dead lived not again untill the Thouſand Years were 
« finiſhed.” | | 
There is not one Text the Doctor has alledged, that proves 
his abſurd Doctrine of the Eternity of Hell-Torments : And 
I ſay, there is not one to be found, to ſupport ſo wretched a 
Scheme of material endleſs Puniſhments from the Beginning of 
Genefis to the End of the Revelations. But this Preacher, leſt 
his Doctrine ſhould not be heartily received by the Auditory, 
He Jvft before he concludes, ſays, * We ſhould not dare to argue 
about the Equity of God's revealed Will, or the Certainty * 
| what 


Of the Fall of the Angels, 


If Cain received his Sin from his Father Adam 
from whom did Abel receive his Goodneſs where 
by his Oblation became acceptable? It cannot 
be ſaid he had it from his Parents: No, that will 
ſpoil the Objection made in Behalf of Cain. It 
is plain therefore, that this Diverſity of Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition in Cain and Abel, two Bre- 
thren in the firſt Age of the World, could not 
ariſe from any other Cauſe, beſides that of Pre- 
exiſtent Good and Evil. For from theſe twolf« 
Examples, we may gather, that ſome of theſe 
Angels or Stars, as the Revelations term them, | 
[two of whom were cloathed in Fleſh, diſtin-F 
guiſhed 
{ 


what he hath declared ſhall be, but reſt in a firm Belief, that 
whatſoever he hath determined is unexceptionably juft and equi- 
table, becauſe he hath determined it. hich is as much as 
to ſay, Brethren, I have indeed, in the Diſcourſe which I 
have now delivered unto you, advanced a Doctrine which our 
Reaſons cannot think juſt and equitable ; I mean that we ſhould, 
Soul and Body, after Death, for a ſhqrt and tranſitory Scene 
of evil Action be ſentenced to eternal endleſs Puniſhments, in 
a Lake of Fire, enhanced with Brimſtone, agitated and enliven- 
ed by the Wrath of God, and heightened by the Power of the 
Devil, yet, tho' we cannot comprehend this great Myſtery, this 
(to your Apprehenſions) unreafonable Act of God's, is, I 
declare to you, as I am an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, Equity in 
God, and agreeable to thoſe Sacred Writings, which we 
have ſubſcribed to ſupport and to teach, and which our Fa- 
thers (the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt) who are gone before us, 
put together, and told us were Truth; therefore ye ought 
not, you ſhould not dare, or be ſo bold and impudent as to 
queſtion the Verity of what we and theſe Writings ſay, but 
be content with what is told you, and reft in the implicit Be- 
lief thereof: For I aſſure you, Brethren, that I underftand the 
Nature of God, which ſome of you do not, and I ſware to 
what you yourſelves do not know, that what God hath de- 
termined in this Point, which you do not, nor ought not to 
comprehend, is unexceptionably juft and equitable ; and 1 tell 
you, upon the Word of a Prieſt, that he will, if you do not 
adhere to our Scheme of Doctrine, inflict theſe endleſs Tor- 
ments upon y tu all. | 
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their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 


zuiſned by the Appellations of Cain and Abel} 

ert undoubtedly forry that they had offended 

od, of ſuch was Abel; while others were ob- 

Linate in their Treaſon againſt God, of ſuch 

as Cain. 

7. Hence it appears, that the fallen Angels 


are in Priſon, that is, imbodied: So that Man 


is an apoſtate Angel and a Body. Now if the 


Soul or active Principle in Man, was made and 


created to actuate his Body, then it is plain, 
that the Soul is made for the Body, and not the 
Body for the Soul. Which is as ridiculous as 
it would be to aſſert, that Men are made for 
Houſes, and not Houſes for Men, Again, if 
our Souls were made for our Bodies, it could 
not be ſaid, that they were Priſons, but if the 
Body was made for the Reception of the Soul, 
as appears from this Hypotheſis, then is it in 
a proper Senſe a Priſon. The Souls of Men, ie. 
the fallen Angels are in Priſon driven from the 
Preſence of God into this Gaol, this Hell, this 
Earth. Here are we confined within certain 
Limitations, fettered and chained with Clay. 

8. This Doctrine farther aſſerts, that the 
Globe we now inhabit, is Hell, z. e. the Place 
inferior to the Heaven, that this Hell was made 
for the Reception of the Rebellious Angels, and 
that no new Order of Beings was created on 
Purpoſe to people it. Ir plainly ſhews, that the 
apoſtate Angels are not by God damned for 
their Offence to all Eternity, and that this Idea 
of God is agreeable to ſuch Exprefſions as theſe: 
God is flow to Anger, merciful, long ſuffering, and 
of great Goodneſs, ready to forgive all who return 
unto him with an hearty and ſincere Repentance. 
When the Wicked turneth away from the Sin be 
hath committed, and doth that which is lawful and 
right, he ſhall ſave his Soul alive, And does not 
God do all Things with the exacteſt Juſtice and 

1 2 Mercy, 
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Mercy, and all we le him 18 
ing herein towards theſe En Angels, Judge 


ye and conſider. 


And now upon the Whole, I think it is un- 
deniably and indiſputably plain, from the Doc- 
trine advanced, that we are the very fallen An- 
gels cloathed in Fleſh, and that the Place we 
now inhabit, is Hell, and no other Place. 


| Before I conclude this General Head, I beg 
your Patience, whilſt I offer ſomething by way 
of Exhortation, 

As Humility is the Foundation of all Virtue, 
ſo to be meek and lowly would be the genuine 
Effects of this Doctrine when received in the 
Soul; for let a Man but reflect that he offend- 


ed God in his own Perſon in Company with Lu- 


cifer in Heaven, and he will ſee Cauſe enough 
to eſchew all Haughtineſs and Superciliouſnels 
of Speech and Behaviour. If a Man conſiders, 


that all Men are equally Sinners before God, 
what a Source fox Humility and Meekneſs will 


here be ; he cannot think too highly of himſelf. 
What mean and humble Thoughts of himſelf 
and his own Actions will always be the Reſult 


of his Mind. Could this Doctrine take place, 


Humility and Meekneſs would be the conſtant 


Attendants of Society. Chriſtianity Hke the 
Tree in Nebuchadnezzar's Dream would fill the 
Earth. O how many preſſing and weighty Ar- 
guments for true Humility doth this Doctrine 
afford. Have I been an Angel in Heaven, how 


ought the Conſideration of it to affect me with 
humble and lowly Thoughts of mine own Worth. 


Did I rebell againſt God in Heaven, deny the 
Godhead of the Eternal Word, and diſown his 
Power and Supremacy over me, how ought this 
to affect me with the deepeſt Senſe of Humilia- 
tion, and lead me on to Repentance, to the 


Owning 
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Owning of his Godhead, and to-the Obeying 
of his Will. Would our Modern. Arians be. 
convinced of the Truth of this Doctrine, viz. 
That they are thoſe very Angels who were eject- 
ed Heaven for the very ſame Opinion they now 
hold and maintain, they would lee their Error, 
return to their God, and own and acknowledge 
his Godhead and Supremacy over them. Then 
would that Hereſy want Profeſſors, yea, even 
a Name among Men, and all would join in that 
excellent Doxology, Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son, and to th: Holy Ghoſt, Thus would 
Humility abound, _ | | | 

could eaſily demonſtrate how the Belief of 
this Hypotheſis would tend to the Increaſe of 
all Chriſtian Virtues, how it might forward the 
Work of our Salvation, and introduce the juſt- 
eſt Ideas and moſt worthy Apprehenfions of the 
Almighty Creator of all Things: But I am 
perſuaded, that he who receives the Doctrine. 
contained in what has been ſaid, will have no 
Occaſion * to have them pointed out to him. 
Therefore we proceed immediately to our Third 
General Head, namely, 


III. To ſhew for whom the Manſions ſpoken 
of in our Text are prepared. 


And here firſt, They are prepared for all. 
and every one of thoſe who fell in the grand 
Apoſtacy and Rebellion in Heaven. For, ſays 
St, Peter, God is no reſpeiter of Perſons. There- 
fore they are prepared, by our Saviour, for all 
the lapſed Angels without Exception. By which 
mean, that it is equally the Right, and con- 
ſequently equally in the Power of every apo- 
ſtare Angel to fit and prepare himſelf tor his 
Admittance into the Manſions of Bliſs. K 

oe | But 


Of rhe Fall of the Angels, 
But ſecondly, No one will be admitted into 


theſe Manſions, but he who is come to that x 
degree of Perfection, Purification, and Sancti- In 
ſication, as is required to render him a Com- _ 
panion for thoſe who inhabit thoſe bleſſed Re- 0 
gions. | b 
St. Paul ſays, As the Stars excell one another L 
in Glory, ſo alſo ſhall the Reſurrection of the Dead I 
be. By which Commentators generally under- In 
ſtand the Reſurrection of our Bodies in the laſt 
Day. But I judge, the Apoſtle means, that the I, 
Angels, or Souls of Men, the very apoſtate Iſl, 
Angels themſelves, do, in their Return to Hea- It. 
ven, differ in Perfection from one another, as 0 
the Stars in the Firmament do. Conſequently, Kc 
theſe Worlds being many, theſe returning apo- . 
ſtate Angels are admitted into Manſions of va- hc 
rious Degrees of Perfection, Purity, and Sub- 
limity, according to their ſeveral different At- 9 
tainments in Glory. BS 
Thirdly, Hence it is plain, that he who ſtrives I, 
to gain the greateſt Knowledge in heavenly It 
Things, who endeavours to purity himſelf from J 
all the Corruptions and Vanities of this Hell, I. 
and who endeavours to walk worthy of the Vo- |. 
cation wherewith he is called, is the very Perſon If 
for whom theſe Manſions are prepared. 7 
Therefore let us ſtrive to make our Calling FI. 
and Election ſure ; and let the Conſideration of It 
our being in this World, i. e. this inferior J. 
Place to the Heaven, this Hell, ſubject to di- |; 
vers Temptations from the Influence of the De- I, 
vil, the Prince of Darkneſs, under whoſe Power 4 
ve more immediately were before Chriſt deſcend- It 
ed from his Father's Houſe, ſtir us up to In 


the Attainment of thoſe general Principles 
which are contained in the Goſpel, How 
ought we to ſtrive and wiſh to be holy, that 
| . our 


their Rebellion, Expulfion, &c. 


our Faults, our great Offence, may be blotted 
out by Repentance and Amendment; that we 
may be wholly reſigned to his Will, and ready, 
at whatſoever time he ſhall appoint, to offer 
up even our Lives for his Name, that we may 
be periectly redeemed. out of this Region of 
Darkneſs into the Preſence and Company of 
our bleſſed Redeemer. This Uſe ſhould we 
make of the foregoing Doctrine to excite our- 
ſelves to Humility, Meekneſs, Reſignation, and 
a contented Spirit, . always remembring, that, 
without theſe, we ſhall not be able to travel 
through this Vale of Tears, that is, this Place 
of Weeping and Wailing and Gnaſhing of Teeth, 
Our Meekneſs and Humility will guard us 
againſt the Iniquiry of this Hell, while our Re- 
ſignation and Contentedneſs will ſecure us in the 
quiet Enjoyment of our own Peace. 


J have now ſaid what was written ſome Years 
ago, and what was ordered to be ſpoke, at 
this time, by my honoured Mother Mrs. Jane 
Ilive, who was the ſecond Daughter of Thomas 
and Elianor Fames. Her Father, Thomas James, 
gave a conſiderable Number of Books to the 
Library in- Sion- College, for the Uſe of the 
London-Clergy ; all which Books are gratefully 
acknowledged, by order of the Governors, by 
the Reverend Mr, Reading, their Library Keep- 
er, in his Catalogue of Sion-Library, by the 
initial Letters of her Father's Name. She was 
deſcended, by her Father's Side, from Doctor 
Thomas Fames, of Oxford, who was the firſt Man 
that collected the Bodletan-Library, and his Me- 
mory is preſerved among that learned Body as 
their firſt Librarian, She was born in the Year 
1689, and died in the Year 1733, in the ſixty- 
third Year of her Age, her grand Climacte- 


rick, 


Of the Fall of the Angels, 

rick. She received her firſt Rudiments or No: 
tions in Chriſtianity from the learned and pious 
Biſhop Beveridge. She was an Example for In- 
duſtry; a dutiful Child; a loving Wife, and a 
tender Mother. She was a Woman of that con- 
ſummate Chaſtity, that no one can ſay, they 
ever heard an immodeſt or indecent Expreſſion 
drop from her Lips; the Swearer and the Liar 
ſhe abominated, and reproved the Offenders 
very ſharply. | | 

As to her Opinions in Theology they were 
ſome of them ſingular. Of late Years ſhe coulc 
not be of the Opinion of thoſe who thought 
the ſell-ſame Body would be raiſed again in 
the Reſurrection of the laſt Day ; for ſhe ob- 


ſerved, How can Fleſh and Blood inherit the 


Kingdom of Heaven? How can that which i: 
material become immaterial ?* Or, how can that 
which is, by Nature, corruptible beome incor 
ruptible : yet ſhe firmly believed the Reſurrec 
tion of the Dead; and argued, that the 
Souls of Men were the Dead, i. e. thoſe dea 
in Treſpaſſes and Sin; that the Reſurrectio 
would be of the Spirits, or lapled Angel: 
who now aCtuate the Bodies of Men; or te 


make uſe of her own Words, The Reſurrech 


tion is the riſing again to that Place or Statior 
from whence there had been a DefeCtion.* Ant 
I not being of the Opinion, that the Body wil 
be taken into Heaven, or raiſed after Death 
(m) was willing to know her Sentiments con 
cerning this Topic, therefore, a' few Days be 
fore her deceafe, I asked her, Whether {ſh 


though 


(n) I ſhall not ſay any thing more concerning this Doctri 


here, becauſe I have made ſome Remarks on Dr. Fe/tox's Se 
mons, concerning the Reſurrection of the ſame Body, whi 
I deſign for the Preſs. 
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their Rebellion, Expulſion, &c. 
o thought the Body would be raiſed in the Reſur- 
ui rection of the laſt Day? To which ſhe replied, 
n. II have not had, nor do I now ſee any Reaſon 
to believe that the Body ſhould be raiſed at 
N-Mthe laſt Day; adding, that the Body is the 
ey Priſon of the Soul, its Clog, and wiſhed to 
long be delivered from it, that ſhe might be ad- 
Jar mitted into the heavenly Maſions, where there 
len are no Bodies, for there will be no Weeping, 

Wailing, nor Gnaſbing of Teeth. I then remem- 
ere bered my Mother of the many Hours we uſed 
uldfico ſpend in contemplating and diſcourſing on 
ght the Rebellion of the Angels, their Expulſion, 
ich and their taking Fleſh, deſiring to know, whe- 


ob- ther theſe Opinions were repented of by her. 
he ſaid, I thank God, that I have lived to im- 


out the Knowledge thereof; I love God more 
perfectly ſince; 1 laboured before under ſeveral 
TecQDonbts and Scruples, all which I am now in- 
cheFſtirely free from. I am verily perſuaded, that 

dead was ejected Heaven for my Apoſtacy and 
ctiog Rebellion againſt God in that happy Place, 
gels and am now puniſhed for that my Sin. O 
Ir Wcleaſe thou me from my ſecret Faults, forgive me 
rrecYhat great Offence. She then declared to me, 
atioſthoſe Opinions and Truths afforded her the 
Anereateſt Comfort and a moſt entire Satisfaction 
win this her laſt Illneſs. I then asked her, Whe- 

eathſther ſhe thought God afflicted her at this Time 
Conn order to take her from amongſt us? She 
ys beſſaid, No, my Sickneſs is the Decay of the Par- 
er ihicles of Earth of which my Body is compo- 
oug td, and flows from natural Cauſes, and as for 
he Time and Moment when I ſhall expire, it 
vil! be when Nature can no longer ſubſiſt. 
hen, ſaid I, the Apoſtle did not mean, by 
hoſe Words of his, There is a Tine appointed 
K for 


oc tri 
's Se 
whi 


Wbibe thoſe Ideas; I would not have died with- 


66 Of the Pall of the Angels, 
for all once to die; that God had appointed, 
limited and determined the Time and Moment 
of the Death of every Man. No otherwiſe, 
my Mother replied, then that as ſure as any 
one is born, ſo ſure he muſt die. I added, 
Do you think that God is the Author of War, 
Peſtilence, Inundation, Earthquakes, &c. by 
which ſo many Thouſands periſh. She replied, 
I cannot think it; he is the Author of Peace, 
and the Preſerver of Man. 

I was ſtill willing to purſue my Diſcourſe, | 
therefore deſired to know, whether ſhe had the 
ſame Opinion concerning this Earth as heretc 
fore. My Mother anſwered, I believe and am 
verily perſuaded in my own Mind, that this 
Place is Hell, and I hope and wiſh that afte 
the Diſſolution of my Soul and Body, I may be 
admitted into PANCONIA (n). Which | 
a feigned Name that was generally uſed by 
my Mother and Self, to denote one of the ſy 

erior Worlds, or one of the Manſions ſpoke 


of in the Text. 


She was from the Beginning of her IIIneſ 
till her Death, ſenſible of her approaching Dil 
ſolution, and her Diſtemper being conſumprive 
ſhe frequently ſaid, I looſe my Life by Inches (o 

| SIT. 


(2) If any Man ſhould ask, Why Icalled one of the ſupe 
rior Worlds by this Name? I anſwer, I think I have a 
great a Right as any Man that has gone before me, to f 
and appropriate Appellations to nameleſs Places. The Wor 
ſignifies with me, an All-peaceful Region, a Place of Jo) 
Eaſe and Tranquillity. + 

(o) Which Expreffion „ e only this, that my Moth 
thought it long before the Time of her Departure came, an 
declares, that ſhe was very willing to quit her Body, tl 
Priſcn of her Soul. 


their Rebellion, Expulfon, &c. 


She loved God above all Things, and her con- 
ſtant Prayer was, Tha! ſhe might be redeemed ou. 
of Hell, and admitted into the Place prepared for 
thoſe who love the Lord. And when ſhe grew 
weak, and her natural Faculties were ſo very 
much impaired, that ſhe had not Strength to 
cxpreſs herſelf in Words, yet we could per- 
ceive, that ſhe continued her Prayer and Hope, 
that ſhe ſhould be admitted into the Manſions 
prepared by our Lord and Redeemer. 


To which happy Places may we all be ſo wiſe 
as to attain, through the Grace of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt ; io whom. with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, be all Honour, Might, Ma- 
jeſty and Glory, now and ever. Amen. 
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